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LGBTQ AUTHOR EVENT 


Meet some of the authors from the anthology Windy City 
Queer and listen to them read from their work 


Thursday, November 10 
7:30 P.M. 


editor, Kathie Bergquist, and contributors, 
kay ulanday barrett, Brian Bouldrey, Richard Fox, 
Deb R. Lewis, and Mark Zubro 


Magers and Quinn Booksellers 
3038 Hennepin Ave S 
Minneapolis 
612-822-4611 
www.magersandquinn.com 
This event is presented with support of Quatrefoil Library. 


A NEW GAY MYSTERY 


Mark Zubro is the author of twenty-two mystery novels and five short 


| MER ERU 
stories. One of the keys in Zubro's mysteries is you do not want to be a B | a C k 0 П d B | U e N 


and Pretty Dead'iiToo 


person who is racist, sexist, homophobic, or a school administrator. If 
you are any of those, it is likely you are the corpse, or, at the least, it can 
be fairly well guaranteed that bad things will happen to you by the end. 
And if in Zubro's books you happen to be a Republican and/or against 
workers' rights, it would be far better if you did not make a habit of 
broadcasting this. If you did, you're quite likely to be a suspect, or 
worse. 


His book A Simple Suburban Murder won the Lambda Literary Award 
for Best Gay Men's mystery. He taught eighth graders English and 
reading for thirty-four years. He was president of the teachers' union in 
his school district from 1985 until 2006. He retired from teaching in ра 
2006 and now spends his time reading, writing, napping, and eating 
chocolate. 


Available in ebook and print format From MLR Press, independent 


bookstores, and online retailers. M a rk 7, Џ 4. ГО 


www.markzubro.com 


CLOUTIER & BRANDL»a. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense 
Family/Divorce/Custody • Domestic Partnerships 
; Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 
rer Г. 4 Wills & Trusts * Bankruptcy 


Our Evbertise. 
Mintahoe 
CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Château at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center Elizabeth Cloutier JeatsBrandl 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintahoe Beverage Services PFLAG Member КАРБОН, FAE ЛИР: 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 612.332.5100 
2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ www.cb-la Y Y y ers.com 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 12 S. 6th St., Suite 510, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Law Schoo 
for the 


Wo Ѓ | Practical wisdom. 


Real experience. Real impact. WILLIAM MITCHELL 


COLLEGE OF LAW 
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA WMITCHELL.EDLI 


LavenderMagazine.com | 19 


Dave's то) 


Heating & Air Conditioning 


With weather in Minnesota, you 
just never know... whether it's -30? 
in July or 120? in December, we've 

got the services you need. 


Serving the Twin Cities Metro Area 


(763) 781-6901 


Reliable - Friendly 
| Professional 


facebook.com/davesheatingandairconditioning 


LK&B 


LORING KITCHEN & BAR 


= 


III! 


PATIO DAYS 


HAVE LIMITED AVAILABILITY 
SCORE YOUR SEATS TODAY 


www.LorincKitcHen.com * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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OFF THE EATEN PATH 


Cold, comfortable Peanut 
Noodle (left); meringue, 
whipped cream, berries, and 
berry coulis of the dessert 
Pavlova (opposite). 


The brainchild of Kindee Thai owners (husband and wife team 
Nuntanit Charoensit and Kong Tiyawat), Kinsen's stylish bar is 
perhaps the first thing that customers will notice. Once can't help 
playing to the bar crowd in Uptown, but it's clear that the focus is 
on the restaurant's evolving menu-the list of specialty cocktails 
is relatively small. The wine and beer list is decent if a bit pricey, 
but happily, one can find either the requisite Tsingtao ($5) or Sap- 
poro ($6). For the money, I'd recommend a signature cocktail. 
We sampled the Too Tem Tea ($9)-an even more dangerous and 
drinkable version of the traditional Long Island Iced Tea. For 
more zip, reach for a Prairie Saint-a kicked-up cosmo with Prairie 
vodka, St. Germain, lime juice and cranberry juice. It's smoother 
than it sounds, thanks to the Prairie vodka. 

I know the focus here is on the food, it would be lovely to 
see them play a bit more with house-made infusions and fresh- 
squeezed juices. Maybe when they get more established as 
an eatery, the bar will get more attention. The restaurant has 
only been open for a few months, and the menu is still being 
tweaked. An early review declared the cuisine too sweet; since 
then, they're experimenting with a new chef that the manager 
keeps referring to, quite mysteriously, as “The New Guy." So 
far, I really like The New Guy. 

The New Guy is responsible for a version of Chinese hot pot, 


d which is as yet, offmenu. The 
hot pot features the traditional 
cauldron of spicy hell broth with 
some noodles on the side to 
wad up and dip to your heart's 
content. More side ingredients 
would make this already win- 
ning dish all the more authentic 
and fun, and Га personally love 
to see it on the menu. The New 
Guy is also responsible for an 
offmenu coconut crème brûlée 
that even impressed my dining 
partner du jour, restaurateur 
and chef Zander Dixon. 

Outside of The New Guy's 
creations, many of Kinsen's 
original dishes have also re- 
ceived a makeover since open- 
ing. The only thing I was served 
that seemed a tad on the sweet 
side was the Curry Triangle appetizer-yam, onion and curry 
filling folded inside fried spring roll wrappers. It may have just 
needed a little more onion and curry powder to balance out its 
accompanying mango chutney, but the concept is sound. That 
last is coming from a spice nut, so if you favor mild food, you will 
probably disagree with me. 

But if you bat for my team, The Fried Calamari ($7) is a stunner. 
Sliced jalapenos and calamari are lightly breaded, then fried, and 
the texture is quite perfect. It's served with a side of sriracha aioli, 
but I honestly didn't find that it needed it. In the future, Га actually 
love to play with drizzling the calamari with some of the kitchen's 
spicy condiments selection. If you like heat, please ask your server 
to bring out the trio to experiment with at your leisure. 

Kinsen's noodles are custom-made for their menu, and that 
degree of care and precision shows. No matter how thin, the noo- 
dles stay springy and maintain their bite throughout the meal. Ad- 
ditionally, Kinsen is one of the few Asian restaurants in the Twin 
Cities area to serve local, natural meats, pleasing both foodies 
and the environmentally-conscious. May the trend continue. 

We sampled the Boat Noodle ($12) and the broth used for 
Shrimp Tom Yum ($14), and found both broths to be assertive, 
authentic and complex, and the portions satisfying. If you prefer 
your noodles cold, the Peanut Noodle ($12) is Asian comfort 
food at its best, with either chicken or crispy-fried tofu, ramen 
noodles, cucumber, carrots, radish, sesame seeds and black gar- 
lic, tossed in a light peanut sauce. 

For dessert, if The New Guy's créme brülée is not available, 
opt for charmingly light Pavlova ($6). Dessert can be a tricky 
item at Asian restaurants, but I thought this one rounded out the 
meal very nicely: a bed of swirled meringue, layered with fresh 
homemade whipped cream, fresh berries and a delicate berry 
coulis. If you're on a budget, nightly specials are listed at kinsen- 
noodles.com. My favorite is Movie Mondays, where an app, two 
entrees and two tickets to any Landmark Theater for just $35. But 
even during peak hours, Kinsen provides authentic Asian cuisine 
at a decent price. 
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1 1⁄2 Blocks west of the Xcel Energy Center | www.burgermoes.com 
242 West 7th Street | Saint Paul, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 
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1.19 BAR 5. LORING KITCHEN & BAR 9. TOAST WINE & BAR 


A neighborhood kitchen with destina- Tempt. Taste. Toast. Beautiful loca- 
tion appeal featuring contemporary tion in the Warehouse District. Happy 
cuisine in a comfortable, inviting atmo- Hour 5-6 PM, Tuesday-Sunday. 415 
sphere. 1359 Willow St., Mpls. (612) N. 1st St., Mpls. (612) 333-4305. www. 
843-0400. www.loringkitchen.com toastwinebarandcafe.com 


6. ROAT OSHA 10. WILDE ROAST CAFE 
Casual, yet sophisticated, approach NEW location, outdoor patio overlook- 
to the tastes of Thailand. Happy Hour ing Mississippi River, your favorite 
specials. Free onsite parking. 2650 craft beers and wines, homemade 
Hennepin Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN gelato. 65 Main St. SE, Mpls.. (612) 
55408. (612) 377-4418. www.roatosha- 331-4544. www.wilderoastcafe.com 


thai.com 
3. GAY 90'S 11. PARK TAVERN 
Upper Midwest's Largest Gay Enter- 7. ROCK BOTTOM 50 years of dining & entertainment - 
tainment Complex. Serving reasonably Serious about our food. Crazy about award winning food, groups up to 300. 
priced menu in main bar Wednesday- our beer. 800 LaSalle Plaza, Minneapo- 3401 Louisiana Ave. S., St. Louis Park. 
Sunday. 408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. lis. (612 332-2739. www.rockbottom. (952) 929-6810. www.parktavern.net 
(612) 333-7755. www.gay90s.com com 


4. KINSEN NOODLES 8. THE PUBLIC HOUSE 
Fresh, flavorful Asian dishes with a The Public House is the North Loop 
focus on the noodles. Proud to serve neighborhood's newest beer and wine 
all-natural meats from regional farms. bar, serving a full selection of small 
1300 Lagoon Ave., Ste. 150 Minneapo- plates and entree items. 700 Wash- 
lis, MN 55408. (612) 367-4595. www. ington Avenue N., Minneapolis, MN 
kinsennoodles.com 55401. 612-455-1213. www.thepubli- 
chousempls.com 


Shoot pool or play darts at your 
neighborhood bar—the oldest GLBT 
establishment in the Twin Cities. 19 
W. 15th St., Mpls. (612) 871-5553. 
www.19bar.itgo.com 


2. BRASS RAIL 

Completely remodeled elegant lounge 
featuring male dancers five nights a 
week, Wednesday-Sunday. 422 Henne- 
pin. Ave., Mpls. (612) 332-RAIL (7245). 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 


1. TOWN HOUSE 

Fun neighborhood bar with a great mix of men 
and women. Karaoke. Drag shows. 1415 Uni- 
versity Ave. W., St. Paul. (651) 646-7087. www. 
townhousebar.com 


2. BURGER MOE'S 

Arelaxed atmosphere, gorgeous outdoor patio 
and fabulous food! Great burgers. Extensive 
beer selection. 242 W. 7th St. St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 228-9500. www.burgermoes.com 


ST. PAUL 
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FEATURED BARTENDER 


| 


һу George Holdgrafer 


Photo by George Holdgrafer 


WHO 


Ryan 


WHAT 

Recipe: Arctic Boom 

3/4 oz. Bacardi Arctic Grape 
1/2 oz. Bacardi Grand Melon 
1/2 oz. Sour 

Splash of Lemon-Lime Soda 
Splash of Grenadine 


WHEN 
Mon. ° 9:30 PM-1 АМ» Lounge ° Men's Night 
Wed. • 9 PM-2 АМ» Main Bar * Cheapie Night 


WHERE 

Town House 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
(651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 


WHY 

Great staff. Great prices. Great mix of people. 
Taking care of our GLBT community since 
1969. 


Thursday, Oct 27th Misst 170: 
Miss Gay Nineties Pageant НО 7011 
ты p^ Guiday, Oct 28th 

w Ist annual Masquerade Party 
VEN a mask ene will be provided ) 


Saturday ,Oct 2940 2 


The Ultimate Costume Contest, беу; | | 

1st, 2nd, 31d Place Winners w^ 

Wh. Sunday, Oct ЗО 

B __ | Amateur Diag Queen & 
PRU Drag King Contest 

408 S. Hennepin Ave • MPLS, MN 55401 • GAY90S.COM 
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SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


GAY 90's 


OCTOBER 5 


CROSS UNIVERSITY AT HAMLINE OR SIMPSON BY PERKINS DURING БОЛЕЕ 


^ THRIFTY THURSDAYS 


МОЈ COVER! MAX ENTERTAINMENT; 
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SUGAR & SPICE | Justin Jones 


Intruders 


SNOW PATROL plays on my laptop as I lather my face for a 
shave. I'm in my bathroom, alone. The tag on my towel keeps play- 
ing with my calf. Instead of tearing it off, I decide to suffer with 
the itch. Thankfully I keep my towel on-a flood of people pour into 
my room. 

“What the hell are you listening to?! It's Friday night!" the leader 
of the flamboyant entourage scolds. 

Suddenly my bedroom is filled with well-dressed, perfectly an- 
noying gay men. Some of my favorites. They settle on my bed, on 
my entertainment stand, and on the floor, glasses of wine in tow. My 
bathroom is open to my bedroom, making escape impossible. 

They change Snow Patrol’s “On/Off,” a song to which I fantasize 
wonderful, sappy things, to Nicki Minaj's "Super Bass." Always a 
good song for getting ready. 

We chat about what we'll do this evening as I shave and brush 
my teeth. 

I think about what kind of mess they'll leave my place. I'll wake 
up in the morning with empty bottles, and half-full glasses, of wine 


sprinkled throughout my apartment. It'll be a jolly fun time cleaning 
it up. No, that isn't sarcasm. These people are worth it. They're sassy, 
classy, and everything in between. 

A short while later three of us are outside waiting for Miguel. He's 
our on-again, offagain driver, the owner of a sexy black Town Car. 
His rates are only slightly pricier than a cab. And the arrival he guar- 
antees is far more glamorous. 

As we wait, a gorgeous group of three girls approaches us. Tipsy. 
'They wear cocktail dresses and gregarious costume jewelry. Their 
hair is big and fashion-forward. 

“You boys want to share а cab downtown?” they ask. “Six people 
in a cab?" one of my friend responds and puffs on his cigarette. The 
girls smile. What the hell. 

We cram into Miguel's car. A pretty brunette in a red dress ends 
up on my lap in the back seat. She smells delicious.The six of us 
laugh the entire ride. About wonderful things that don't matter. 
There are no worries here-just a bunch of well-dressed, perfectly 
annoying, simply wonderful intruders. П 


Integrity Award 
ame 2010 Winner 


S. MINNEAPOLIS e SAVACE г BLOOMINCTON 
DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS e CHASKA e EACAN 


AUTO BODY ° COLLISION 
MECHANICAL ° GLASS 
PDR (PAINTLESS DENT REMOVAL) 


800-502-5639 
lehmanagarage.com 


Your BARTENDER 
DAVID 


©) “ҮА 418 5%; о (14) STAGES o www.19bar.itgo.com 


Proudly, Our Sines 1952 


Jukebox * Video Games * 3 75¢ Pool Tables ° Pinball ° Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 
ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM ° Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR PATIO 
SMOKING PERMITTED 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


Sun., November 20 « 4PM 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


AN EVENING OF INTIMATE THOUGHTS, MEMORIES, 
HOPES AND OBSERVATIONS. JUST MYRON & A DJ! 


SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


Songs for a Swan — Myron 
Johnson, the pioneering artistic 
director of the gender-bending 
Ballet of the Dolls, has been danc- 
ing for 50 years, since age eight. 
His latest solo work examines his 
life experience and thoughts that 
come to him from the vantage 
point of growing older. He reflects 
on how experiencing Paris as a 
young man profoundly impacted 
him, on growing older, on being 
gay, on being a showman, and on 
the loneliness of being an artist. 
You can expect the unapologetic 
sexual power the Dolls are known 
for, something which Johnson 
says his piece can’t not reflect. 
Johnson observes “There is no 
way you can put someone out on 
stage -male or female- and having 
them move gracefully and beauti- 
fully isn’t going to be sexual 


unless they’re trying to be. I’ve walked out of more dance concerts because the idea of 
sexuality was feared and trying to be hidden. I can’t stand that. Dance is not a sport.” 
To that point, Songs for a Swan addresses our preoccupation with analysis, therapy, and 
what Johnson calls “Overthinking things and trying to get over things. I thought why 
is it so important for everybody to try and get over something. I don’t want to get over 


anything. I just wanna live it!” 


He elucidates “Sexuality, for the good and the bad of it, has always been in my life since I was 
eight. And so when I do something and someone says to me ‘oh my God, that was so out 
there’ or ‘that was so sexual’, I’m always amazed because I just see that as a part of the whole.” 
When asked about being exposed to sex at such a young age, Johnson replies “30 years 
ago I would have said something very different than what I do now because I’m on the 
other side of it. And having sex introduced to you in your life is a trip. It’s a trip. Just like 
being bullied or anything else, you will never be able to not have that be part of your life. 

I will never be able to have being abused not be a part of my experience. So for me the 
best way to deal with it was to continue to explore it. And not deny it and not have even a 
judgment about it because I can have opinions and feelings about whether or not it should 
have happened. It did. So my only choice is to explore it and figure out what I’ve learned.” 
Oct. 27 - Nov. 6 * Ritz Theater, 345 13th Av. NE, Mpls. г (763) 436-1129 ° 


www.ritzdolls.com 


Footloose — Director Craig Brewer's new version 
of Footloose is gutsy, gritty and glorious. What he 
calls a "red state, blue state" re-imagining of 

the 1984 original, has teenaged Bostonian Ren (a 
magnificent Kenny Wormald) defying a Georgia 
town ordinance against teenage dancing. That 
draconian measure was spearheaded by a griev- 
ing preacher (a wrenching Dennis Quaid) who 
snapped into puritanical mental/emotional over- 
drive when his teenaged son was killed in a car 
crash after a dance party. For Brewer, rednecks 
and evangelicals combine their negativity to 
wreck natural youthful vibrancy. Julianne Hough 
shines as Ariel, Quaid's suffering daughter. Now 
Playing, Area Theaters. 


> |, А 


Haunted Theatre Fallout. Photo Бу Travis Anderson 


Haunted Theatre Fallout — The Cuban 
Missile Crisis re-imagined for Halloween 

by Live Action Set actors in a building that 
once served as a fallout shelter is nothing 
short of inspired. Director Steve Barberio re- 
veals “We're creating a series of experiences 
that audiences would go through if there was 

a nuclear war starting while they're here. We 
take them on journeys through the space that 
really ignite the imagination. There will be vid- 
eos from that time -Nikita Kruschev pounding 
on a table, instructional films on how to avoid 
looking into the explosion of atomic bombs. 
You'll experience what it's like to be in a fallout 
shelter, in the deep bowels of this building, with 
nuclear explosions going on out on the street." 
Through Oct. 31 * Loring Theater, 1407 
Nicollet Ave., Mpls. * (612) 353-6781 ° 
www.loringtheater.com 
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Show 


Tune into Stephanie Miller 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. 
for 


MAPLEW00D LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD н 
651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 

EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 

952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 


“THE SHOW OF 
THE YEAR! < 


б ы 5 
THEPROGR E z а , 


d Voie 


OF MINNESOTA 


Tune in or listen online 
at www.AM950radio.com $6 OFF WEDNESDAYS 


NOW THROUGH ОСТ 31511 


RADIO K 


GOT KNOCKED UP 


We’re happy to introduce 


100.7 FM 


Now covering all 
of TwinCitiesLand 24/7 


7104045 


RADO K 


REAL COLLEGE RADIO 
100.7 FM 
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ATEM _ -HIT MUSICAL: 
WEGE NO H OCT 31 ONLY! 
U 


ROCKYHORRORMI 


SPOTLIGHT 


Mercy Watson to the Rescue — Victo- 

ria Stewart's comedy about a married 
straight couple who treat their pig, Mercy 
[Sara Richardson] like their child, rather 
than a pet, is one of the funniest produc- 
tions of recent years. And if there was 
ever a Hall of Fame for Most Deliciously 
Hilarious Old Bitty Performances Ever, 
then Wendy Lehr as cranky neighbor, 
Eugenia Lincoln, would have to be 
inducted. Adapted from Kate DiCamillo's 
book series with a sumptuous scenic 
design by Eric Van Wyck. Through Oct. 23 
* Children's Theatre, 2400 Third Av. S. , 
Mpls. г (612) 847-0400 ° www.childrens- 
theatre.org 


Mercy Watson to the Rescue. Photo by Dan Norman 


Absentee Landlord — John Waters made his 
mark a generation ago with indie films that were 
intentionally vulgar, campy, and often drag- 
driven. Recall his fabulous leading lady, Divine. 
In 2011 the Walker Art Center has let him choose 
from their permanent collection his personal 
favorites to curate his own exhibit. From images 
of UFOs in D.C., to women and apes getting overly 
friendly, to a film of a McDonalds restaurant 
being flooded with water, it's all whimsically 
mischievous. Ongoing * Walker Art Center, 1750 
Hennepin Av., Mpls. г (612) 375-7600 г www. 
walkerart.org 


Oliver Twist. Photo by Petronella Ytsma 


Oliver Twist — Neil Bartlett is loved for his sense of gay history in his fiction (Skin Lane) 
and for adapting classic European plays (Genet's Splendids). He combines gay sensibility 
with a sense of history and a social consciousness. Director Joel Sass calls his adaptation 
of the Dickens classic "a stage equivalent of a thrilling page-turner. Dickens wrote with 
incredible empathy about the heroism and tragedy of ordinary lives. Neil Bartlett reclaims 
Dickens as a modern author." Through Nov. 6 е Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th PL, St. Paul 
• (651) 291-7005 • www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Much Ado About Nothing — We're accustomed to stories about young 
people falling in love. But William Shakespeare's 1598 comedy concerns 
falling in love reluctuantly well past youth for the very first time. Call Bea- 
trice and Benedick's ultimate cohesion a “marriage of minds' played out by 
Dhearballa Molloy and Daniel Gerroll. Much Ado also hits hard with the 
bard's anti-patriarchal commentary on the mandate for female virginity, not 
to mention homoerotic undercurrents affecting the character, Don John 
(Ron Menzel). Through Nov. 5 * Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd St., 
Mpls. * (612) 377-2224 * www.guthrietheater.org 


Lysistrata — Aritsophanes looms as the great comic playwright of ancient Greece. His most 
popular work is about wives so fed up with husbands being away at war for so long, they 
decide to refuse to have sex with them until they come home and stay home. Obie-winner 
Maxine Klein directs with a set design by Kathy Stewart that will reflect the ravaged infra- 
structure of a country that's channeled its funds to war instead of home. Oct. 26-29 г Whitney 
Fine Arts Center, 1424 Yale PL., MCTC • (612) 659- 6118 е www.minneapolis.edu 
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А story of free will 
versus destiny. 


— October" 


Mixed Blood Theatre 


sponsored by 


LAVENDER 


Ser 
"  Starlribune 


612-338-6131 


www.muperformingarts.org 


HennepinChurch.org ... | 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis 


15-20 


PIPER JAFFRAY JAZZ АТ ОКСНЕЅТБА 


AN EVENING WITH 


U.S. BANKPOPS'SEASON 


BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 


” . 2 dm s JOANNA JAHN JOHN TRONES JEN BURLEIGH-BENTZ 


U.S. BANK POPS SEASON 


A TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC OF THE CARPENTERS 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 
SAT NOV 19 8PM | SUN NOV 20 2PM 


Joanna Jahn, John Trones and Jen Burleigh-Bentz, vocalists 


HOLIDAY CONCERT 


JIM BRICKMAN 

HOLIDAY CONCERT 

WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 
WED DEC 14 7:30PM ` 


ORCHESTRA HALL | minnesotaorchestra.org | 612.371.5656 


1029 
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Join us on Facebook & Twitter! 
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АВТ$ & CULTURE 


—— THE RAPTURE IN THE GRACE OF YOUR LOVE 

The Rapture have been absent from the dance music scene for a 
relative geologic age - five years - but make а game try on their 
fourth album. It's an odd collection that doesn't quite bring a set of 
diffuse elements together. Give the band some credit for ambition 
as they dig into as many sounds as their tracks here, from pulsing 
dance music to sweeping ballads to a bit of slow-burn indie rock 
for the end. The playing is solid from beginning ("Sail Away," 
which wouldn't sound out of place on a Waterboys album) until the 
end, led by Luke Jenner's powerful vocals, but all of the genre hop- 
ping eventually left me exhausted. A little focus would have taken 
the album into a much better world. 


PETER WOLF 
CRIER GARDEN OF ARMS 


The local duo grows on their sophomore 
release, without losing all of the simplic- 

ity that brought them national attention a 
couple of years back. The arrangements 
and instrumentation are more complex, 
providing more aural texture to hook and 
reel in the listener. Peter Pisano and Brian 
Moen have the unconscious understanding 
of all great collaborators, crafting seamless 
compositions out of sometimes divergent 
pieces. Underneath it all - the synth-driven 
"Hard Heart" to relative sonic assault of 
"Beach" to the more Spartan "Cut a Hand" 
— the familiar tone is there. Peter Wolf Crier 
makes music fit for a Minnesota winter, 
and while that (hopefully) is still a ways off, 
that vibe — of spare landscapes, long dark 
nights and isolation beneath layers of warm 
clothes — is ever present. 


STEPHIN MERRIT 
OBSCURITIES 


Drawn from the wide reaches of his 
catalogue, from main group the Magnetic 
Fields to side groups like the Gothic 
Archies and the 6ths, Obscurities is 

just that - 14 oddball tracks from an oft 
oddball artist. To be honest, if you are not 
a fan, this is not the place to start. Merritt 
lets his eccentricities out on these tunes, 
be it a love for the cold dance music of 
early New Order or a 7-inch version of 
standout cut “I Don't Believe You" that 
sounds like it has been rerecorded by the 
1994 version of Pavement. Longtime fans, 
however, will find some delights, includ- 
ing the aforementioned tracks, not to 
mention the low-fi surf stomp of “Beach 

a Boop-Boop” or the crazed beauty of 
“Take Ecstasy With Me.” 


$ 


NOTHING “ Yee BEAT 
| 


DAVID GUETTA 

NOTHING BUT THE BEAT 
The French DJ teams up with plenty 

of artists of the moment, from Jennifer 
Hudson to Usher to Lil' Wayne on his 
fifth album, his first since the breakout 
success of One Love. It ends up being 
pretty much what you would expect - a 
breathless, driving collection of tunes 
that will likely play well in the clubs and 
isn't entirely disposable as a set of tunes 
to listen to at your leisure. Pure dance 
albums rarely make for the best house- 
hold listening — maybe best for cleaning 
the closets — but, as the title promises, 
the beat is up front throughout, no matter 
who sings. Ап instrumental bonus disc 
proves to be more interesting, with the 
spare tunes shining through without the 
interference from current pop stars. 
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2839 White Bear Ave. N 
www.HalloweenExpressMN.com Telephone : 651-748-1185 


We have one of the largest selection of costumes and costume accessories in the Twin Cities area. 
Our products include child, adult and plus size costumes; costume accessories; unique shoes and boots; 
hosiery; lingerie; wigs; makeup; hats; masks; decorations; props and much more. 


ЖЭ а 
Infants, Children, Teens, Make-up, Wigs, Masks, 
Adults, Plus sizes, Pets Sexy Shoes, Decorations, 
Props, Effects, Hosiery, 
Be Lingerie and much more. 


Silly 


Ei Facebook.com/HalloweenExpressMN 


LoBBY 
LOUNGE 


j ro 
-$ Opera ] ІІ 
4 Arns Nevebho ia Mion 
Opera 2011-12 SEASON ON SALE NOW 


JANUARY 21 The Enchanted Island 
FEBRUARY 11. Wagner's Gótterdümmerung 
j FEBRUARY 25 Verdi's Ernani 
linda APRIL 7 Massenet's Manon 
DECEMBER 10 Gounod's Faust APRIL 14 Verdi's La Traviata 


PURCHASE YOUR 2011-12 SEASON TICKETS NOW. ENCORE PERFORMANCES ALSO AVAILABLE 


Петі. 
7 fy A 


LavenderMagazine.com | 31 


SPORTS | Andy Lien 


Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
MINNESOTA LYNX: WORLD CHAMPIONS 


It took only three games to do it, but it took years of hard work to get there. The Minnesota Lynx 
made history when they beat the Atlanta Dream 73-67 on October 7, 2011. We want to both congrat- 
ulate everyone involved with the team as well as offer our thanks--it was a fantastic season. 

Minnesota loves Los Lynx! 


#1 - Jessica Adair (C), #33 - Seimone ENS (G-F), #32 - 2. риш (F), #6- Amber 


Harris (F), #14 - Alexis Hornbuckle (G), #24 - Charde Houston (F), #8 - Taj McWilliams-Franklin 
(F-C), #23 - Maya Moore (F), #13 - Lindsa Wralen W #11- Cade Wiggins (G), #22 - Monica 
right (G- 


HEAD COACH: Cheryl Reeve - ASSISTANT COACHES: Jim Petersen and Shelley Patterson 
ATHLETIC TRAINER: Chuck Barta - ASSISTANT TRAINER: Keith Uzpen 
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LEATHER LIFE | Steve Lenius 


A Beginning and an Ending 


TWO LOCAL leather/BDSM events 
with similar names, held the same Septem- 
ber weekend, represented a beginning and 
an ending. 

Тһе beginning: the first Northern Lights 
(and Kinky Nights) regional BDSM edu- 
cation weekend was held in St. Paul. The 
weekend included 24 educational seminars, 
a vendor area, two nights of dungeon/play- 
space action, and a silent auction benefiting 
the National Coalition for Sexual Freedom 
(NCSF). The creation of the Northern 
Lights weekend was inspired by Leather 
Leadership 

Conference (LLC) XI which was held in 
Minneapolis in 2007 and on which many of 
the Northern Lights organizers worked. 
The aim of the Northern Lights organiza- 


tion is “to bring the best of Minnesota to 
the world and the best of the kink world to 
Minnesota." Apparently the event's organiz- 
ers succeeded in their goal; organizers felt 
the event “went really, really well." Survey 
feedback from attendees was good, vendors 
said they'd be back next year, and present- 
ers were pleased with how the event was 
run. Northern Lights drew over 230 at- 
tendees from the region (Minnesota, North 
Dakota, and Iowa) and presenters from Chi- 
cago, Boston and Denver. 

The ending: Minnesota Storm Patrol's 
third Northern Xposure run apparently will 
be the club's last. The theme of this year's 
run was Totally Twisted Fairy Tales, and 
the run also incorporated the fall meeting 
of the Mid-America Conference of Clubs. In 


addition, the Atons of Minneapolis support- 
ed the run by making its banquet the venue 
for their monthly Leather/Levi Dinner. At 
the run's Sunday morning brunch the an- 
nouncement was made that, now that the 
Minnesota Storm Patrol had presented its 
run, the club would start the process of dis- 
solving itself. Many questions remain, such 
as whether some Minnesota Storm Patrol 
members will seek to join other existing 
clubs or whether a new club will be started. 
Until such time as all arrangements for the 
club's dissolution are made, the Minnesota 
Storm Patrol will continue holding their 
monthly beer busts at The Town House in 
St. Paul. And watch for details on a possible 
last Minnesota Storm Patrol bar event, at 
which the club's colors will be retired. П 
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EXTENDED HALLOWEEN HOURS, 
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Proudly serving the GLBT iy fc or 25 Y 
250 EASTISEVENTH STREET; e. SUR MN 55101. 
(651)/22:727888]EAX(651)/227:1297) 
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Building and remodeling unique 
Twin Cities homes for 
more than 30 years. 


ANEW 


MEDICAL CENTER 


Р. 


ZERONAO is the only clinically-proven body slimming VUJOVICH 


lent th үе: and reduc hes with DESIGN*BUIIL TTD 
3 , and ZERO Downtime. - 

ANew Aesthetic Medical Center nd ZEI num 612-338-2020 

120 6th Street South #175 Look Better. Feel Better. Be Better. www.vujovich.com 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
(612) 208-0741 


onsultation. 


Call for complimentary 


W anewmedicalcenter.com 
DOWNTOWN LOCATION SKYWAY CONNECTED 
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FAITH | Emmy Kegler 


Of History and Religion: 


Raise Your Voice 


AS WE approach on the ballot measure in November 
2012, we will begin to hear “Christian” voices in support 
of a constitutional amendment against same-sex marriage. 
These voices seem inescapable and indefatigable. Yet, as 
an openly partnered queer woman and a student at Luther 
Seminary pursuing ordination, I know that these are not the only 
voices rising up in the church today. 

As a result of many brave men and women who have gone be- 
fore me, I am able to be a candidate for ordination in the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of America. After nearly twenty years of 
discussion, the ELCA voted in the summer of 2009 to allow indi- 
vidual churches and regions, as they felt moved, to call pastors in 
“publicly accountable lifelong monogamous same-gender relation- 
ships." Other “mainline Protestant” denominations - specifically 
Episcopal, United Church of Christ, and Presbyterian - have been 
through similar processes to remove barriers to the ordination of 
gay and lesbian people. (The largest mainline Protestant denomi- 
nation, the United Methodist Church, does not allow the ordina- 
tion of openly gay and lesbian pastors, and has also been discuss- 
ing the issue for some time.) 

There is still a great deal of struggle in the church, even after 
the policy transformations that have taken place. Many people and 
pastors cannot (or will not) understand what has happened and 
have elected to leave their particular churches or denominations. 
Debate continues - and not always civilly. Yet there is also a great 
deal of celebration. Many people and pastors are coming forward 
to rejoice in the long-awaited recognition of partnered gay and les- 
bian people as children of God, loved and accepted uncondition- 
ally. My partner and I, the congregation where we worship, and 
many of my fellow students at the seminary are among those who 


daily celebrate how far the church has come. 

We have not come this far by votes and debates alone. 
We are where we are today because of the courage of people 
throughout the church who raised voices and questions that 

challenged and strengthened us. 

Some of those voices raised the question of biblical author- 
ity. For much ofthe church’s history, we treated the Bible as a book 
with a single author (usually God), which spoke to us plainly no 
matter where we were in space or time. It is in recent centuries that 
academics and scholars in the church have awoken us to how far 
we are from the original setting of the Bible - culturally, geographi- 
cally, racially, historically, even religiously. What came to be called 
"historical criticism" attempted to reconstruct the context in which 
the books - plural - of the Bible came to be. For many, understand- 
ing the teaching of the books - plural — of the Bible in their first 
context brought the lessons in those books into greater clarity. The 
creation stories became not a scientific and historical record but 
songs of praise to the beautiful work of God's hand. The laws and 
commandments given in Exodus, Numbers, Leviticus, and Deuter- 
onomy became not a way to cast out the “unclean” but a collection 
of guidelines for keeping a community "clean", set apart from other 
religions who worship other gods. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
became not four voices to the same story, but four authors of four 
distinct stories offering different windows on the person of Jesus 
Christ. For many, historical criticism brought the Bible from an un- 
touchable and condemning pedestal into our own hands where the 
stories of struggling to know what it means to be *God's people" 
became a living and nourishing witness to our own story. 

Some of those questions came from the perspective of the op- 
pressed. In the twentieth century, national and global voices raised 
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questions about institutional oppression within the hierarchy of the 
church. Social injustice and the inequality, poverty, and cruelty it 
sowed was challenged. No, said voices from colonized countries in 
South America, Africa, and Asia; No, said voices of African-Ameri- 
can and Latino-American church leaders; No, said voices of women 
across the church. A Savior born to a working-class family, who min- 
istered to fishermen and spoke about farms, who died at the hands of 
religious authorities and political regimes - this Savior did not come 
to establish a church of injustice. From these perspectives grew lib- 
eration theologies and feminist theologies, speaking from and for the 
perspective of the oppressed, looking to Christ not only to save us 
from our individual sin but from the institutional sin that bound us to 
hurt and oppress one another. 

But the most important questions came from the witness of 07- 
dinary people. This has been the biggest challenge to the church: 
when its children, baptized and raised and loved by many, step for- 
ward and speak their truth. The bold witness of the queer children of 
God has been the transformation of the church. Each church, both 
individual congregations and gathered denominations, has wrestled 
with these beloved children, the Sunday School teachers and secre- 
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and said: “This is who I am.” Each church has asked: “How do 
we hear this witness, the voices of the people we love speaking out 
against hate? How do we understand the experience of our queer 
brothers and sisters in the face of years of tradition?" 

We still have along way to go, and there are days and weeks when 
we are weary of the journey. When our voices of celebration are 
mixed with voices of condemnation, when two sets of hands open 
the same holy Book and see two very different images of God, it 
may seem that we have not come very far at all. The constitutional 
amendment looms before us, and varied voices from the church rise 
up. Our own voices are strained after years and decades of calling 
for justice, for equality, for the right to the pursuit of happiness. And 
it has been those voices, weary and worn, that have changed the 
church. It is the bold witness of the queer children of God, their 
proclamation of the truth of God's love for them, that has brought us 
here, to this place, where we might be able to dream of a world where 
despair can be conquered by hope, where lies can be consumed by 
truth, where hate can be overcome by love. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over- 
come it. 
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THE ROAD TO ELECTION 2012 


It's time to get our Politics on. Lavender is more than just a pretty face—we've got substance, too. 
And, we're making sure that people we ask questions of our political parties here in Minnesota so that we 
can be as informed as we can be during this upcoming election. Representing the five most recognized 
parties: Ken Martin, Minnesota Democratic-Farm-Labor Party (DFL) Chair; Tony Sutton, Republican 
Party of Minnesota (MN СОР) Chair; Mark Jenkins, Independence Party of Minnesota Chair; Andy Ha- 
merlinck for the Green Party of Minnesota; and S. L. Malleck, Libertarian Party of Minnesota Vice Chair. 


We're looking ahead to Election 2012, but there's still an Elec- 
tion to happen in a few weeks. What should we expect to 
happen on November 8, 2011? 


DFL: 

As property taxes rise, people across the state will be reminded of 
the GOP budget that chose to protect the richest 7,700 Minnesotans 
and raise taxes on all Minnesotans. Governor Mark Dayton and the 
DFL legislators will continue to work for all Minnesotans through 
legislation that represents the values and interests of our state. Our 
DFL leaders have and will continue to invest in new technologies 
that will create jobs, strengthen our education system and work to 
improve our state's economy. 


GOP: 

We expect that denied a tax increase in 2011, Gov. Dayton will be 
even more obsessed with his "tax the rich" approach to a structural 
budget crisis. As was the case in 2011, we expect the Democrats will 
give lip service to supporting the governor and will run away from 
huge tax increases the governor will likely propose. Democrats will 
continue to propose more programs and more government spending 
without a way to pay for either. We expect Republican legislators, 
more comfortable with their majority status, to make even bolder 
structural reforms to state government. Look for the Republican 
Legislature to mitigate the negative affects of federal program like 
the “AfforDable Care Act" on people in Minnesota. 


Independence: 

The Republicans and Democrats will continue to blame the 
State's budget compromise, sluggish economy, high unemploy- 
ment, and every other ill they can imagine on each other. They 
will frame the 2012 election around the failings caused by the other 
Party as opposed to the solutions that they should be bringing for- 
ward themselves. 

The public's frustration with politics as usual will continue to 


drive reasonable Republicans and practical progressives towards the 
Independence Party and its advocacy for innovative solutions and 
real reform. The majority of Minnesotans who do not identify with 
any particular party will be looking for smart, articulate and “Міп- 
nesota first" style leadership in the state legislature. 

'The Independence Party will continue to recruit and promote these 
types of candidates, as we have for 20 years. And we will make winning 
seats in the Minnesota state legislature our number one priority. 


Green: 

Besides the presidential contest, the highest profile issue on the bal- 
lot next year will be the so-called “marriage amendment." Minnesota 
will lead the nation by being the first state whose people explicitly reject 
the bigotry that this amendment is attempting to bring to our state. It 
will take a powerful grassroots movement, but it can - and must - be 
done. 2012 will be a landmark year for Civil Rights in our state. 


Libertarian: 

With the Democrats and Republicans dominating the legislature, 
the public will continue to endure divisive debates on the marriage 
amendment, stadium proposals, the state budget, and almost ev- 
ery other issue. Whether the Republicans remain in control at the 
Capitol or if Democrats regain it, it will not make a long-term differ- 
ence. Taxes, spending, and debt will continue to increase, causing a 
gradual decline in the standard of living for many Minnesotans, and 
more laws will be passed to micro-manage our lives, catching more 
people in the crosshairs of government. 

We are calling for people to investigate our philosophy and to con- 
sider running for local and state office as Libertarians in the 2012 
election, so that more of the public can be offered a fresh perspective 
and new solutions. 


Private Sector Job Growth. 
Government cannot create 
jobs. Jobs are created by a 
growing and prosperous 
economy. Economic growth 
precedes job creation. 
"Economic growth" is the result 
of productivity increases in the 
private sector. This is achieved 
by reducing taxation and 
excessive regulation, which 
frees businesses to innovate 
and produce more for less. In 
turn that lowers prices, creates 
a real demand for labor that 
raises wages and creates new 
wealth that sustains further 
economic growth. 


Eliminate Excessive Regula- 
tion. Excessive government 
regulation is a hidden tax that 
hurts all Minnesotans through 
higher prices for goods and 
services and lower wages. 
Understand there are two types 
of is legitimate regulation that 
protects public safety апа 
prevents force and fraud. 
Regulations that interfere with 
the ability of people to 
voluntarily conduct business, 
on the other hand, are beyond 
the scope of government and 
effectively destroy jobs and 
economic growth. 


Right to Work. By definition, the 
purpose of unions is to raise 
wage levels and benefit 
packages above what employ- 
ers would pay in an open 
market. Unions are a good deal 
for members that benefit from 
higher wages and greater 
benefits, but economic 
principle always ргеуайв - 
paying some people an 
artificially high wage necessar- 
ily means higher prices for 
products and fewer available 
jobs. Right to work laws, which 
enable a person to work at a 
"union shop" without having to 
join a union, opens new jobs, 
especially at entry-level 
positions. Right to work is both 
an economic and a moral 
issue. 


Redistricting. There is no more 
important issue facing 
Minnesota than  redrawing 
legislative and congressional 
district lines to ensure the 
principle of "one person, one 
vote." Redistricting based on 
geographic lines and divisions 
captures the essence of a 
whole community and is the 
only objective and fair way to 
ensure "one person, one vote." 


Structural Reform of Govern- 
ment. Media reporting during 
the last legislative session 
focused on the debate over the 
size of the budget. Lost in that 
perspective were significant 
structural reforms made by the 
legislature. Minnesota has a 
spending problem, not a 
revenue problem, but the 
spending problem has a 
deeper root cause - the scope 
of state government far 
exceeds its constitutional 
authority. 


Financial Crisis. Tax the Rich! 
The United States needs a 
progressive income tax and 
corporations need to pay their 
fair share, too. We will be 
standing with the protesters 
who Occupy Wall Street and 
Minneapolis. 


Bringing a Green New Deal to 
the U.S. The way to bring 
sustainable jobs to this country 
is through a massive 
investment in public infrastruc- 
ture, training, and technology 
that is environmentally 
focused. 


Ending the Wars in the Middle 
East. The money we spend on 
war is desperately needed here 
at home, for jobs, housing, 
public works projects, and 
much more. We will continue to 
protest against the wars in the 
Middle East, and to call on the 
President and Congress to 
bring our troops home. 


Stop Obama's Resurrection of 
Nuclear Power. In the wake of 
the Fukushima Daiichi disaster, 
we need to follow Germany's 
lead and get serious about 
transitioning away from nuclear 
energy completely. 

Greens are actively educating 
the public on a "No Nukes!" 
tour throughout the country 
right now. 


Ensure Civil Rights for All. 
Minnesota is the battleground 
for Civil Rights in 2012 and we 
will be full participants in 
fighting against the "marriage 
amendment," and for equality 
for all Minnesotans. 
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What do you predict will happen in the time before 
Election 2012 on a national level? 


DFL: 

President Obama will continue to stand with con- 
sumers and middle class Americans by fighting for 
job creating legislation. The American Jobs Act is just 
one example of President Obama's efforts to turn our 
economy around. The strength of our economy and 
the demand for jobs will be a critical issue at both the 
state and federallevel. I hope our country and elected 
officials will do what is best for our county and pass the 
American Jobs Act so our country can move forward 
by creating jobs and investing in our most important 
asset, education. 


GOP: 

It is apparent that President Obama is following a 
playbook similar to Gov. Dayton in Minnesota. The 
president is pushing a populist, class warfare "tax the 
rich" agenda without offering any economic argument 
as to how taking capital out of productive use and redis- 
tributing it through government will increase economic 
growth and produce a net increase in jobs. The more 
the president pushes his approach, the longer it will 
take the economy to recover. We do not expect real eco- 
nomic growth prior to the 2012 election, and we expect 
the election to be a referendum on President Obama's 
mishandling of the economy. The election - state as well 
as national - will be a referendum on President Obama 
and the Democrat Party. 


Independence: 

While the Independence Party of Minnesota is fo- 
cused primarily on state issues, Minnesota has proven to 
be a bellwether state when it comes to national politics 
and economy. Minnesotans have grown frustrated with 
government and the economy just as citizens through- 
out the country have. Politics at the national level is just 
as divisive and partisan as it is in Minnesota. Partisan 
paralysis in Minnesota and Washington, D.C. has led to 
a government shutdown in Minnesota and three close 
calls in D.C. in just the past 4 months. 

There are different groups developing throughout 
the country such as No Labels and Americans Elect that 


reflect citizens' growing frustrations. Our prediction is 
that Americans will continue to grow increasingly active 
in these principled movements away from the orthodoxy 
of the Democratic and Republican parties. Ultimately 
America will benefit from a greater diversity of voices 
in our political process as well as an increased spirit of 
collaboration and innovation. 


Green: 

The Occupy Wall Street movement will have a sig- 
nificant and far reaching impact on changing the con- 
versation in Washington and all over the country. Sig- 
nificant social change is always lead by the people, not 
politicians. The people have been fed up with politicians 
who support Wall St. over Main St. for quite some time, 
and this powerful movement's impact will be felt in 2012 
as it is now. 


Libertarian: 

As on the state level, issues at the federal level will 
also remain intractable with Democrats and Republicans 
holding a monopoly on political power. Whether the Re- 
publicans keep their majority in Congress or lose it to 
the Democrats, it will not make a significant difference, 
just as the election of President Obama and Democratic 
majorities in Congress in 2008 didn't end the wars in the 
Middle East, stop taxpayer-funded bailouts to major cor- 
porations, end the federal government's prosecution of 
peaceful marijuana consumers, or lead to the repeal of 
the anti-gay Defense Of Marriage Act. 

However, Ron Paul's campaign in the 2012 Presiden- 
tial race is allowing libertarian ideas to become more 
widely introduced to the public. His standing continues 
to grow as he is attracting the support of Libertarians 
as well as disaffected Democrats and Republicans. As 
a long-time advocate of ending the wars in the Middle 
East wars and many other principled positions, even 
when those positions were unpopular, we believe he can 
be trusted to enact these stances if elected. Whether he 
wins or not, his efforts are helping to build support for 
the libertarian movement. 
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THE REMODELER YOU САМ TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 
Quality кошар that adds lasting pacuh and value to your home. 


THE pes ІЛЕ 


CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION. $75 VALUE 


Á 2 Downtown 1024 Washington Ave. S. 


1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal www.FTMSP.com 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 


NEW AT FANTASY GIFTS 


(MINNEAPOLIS & BURNSVILLE STORES) 


ANDREW. 
ICHRISTIANI 


< 
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Products: << 7 
Kryolan TV Paint/Gtick À 
fo aap / 


Ben Nue Luxuru Powder 
and more! 


Noreogteo ~ Northwestern Costume SHOP DOWNTOWN: 814B HENNEPIN AVE. 
Pro Makeup Supply е Costume Shop OUR OUTLET STORE: 1437 UNIVERSITY AVE. S. 
825 Rhode Island Ave South ONLINE: FANTASYGIFTS.COM 


Golden Valley, MN 55426 
(763) 544-0601 www.noreosteo.com FIND ALL 10 LOGATIONS AT FANTASYGIFTS.COM 
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Who То Watch оп the Way to Election 2012 


President Barack 
Obama: Our President 
was influential in the 
repeal of DADT. He has 
been a tireless leader in 
the fight for equal rights 
and working for the 
middle class. President 
Obama proposed the 
American Jobs Act which 
will put Americans back to 
work and get our nation's 
economy moving again. 
(DFL) 


Kurt Zellers and Amy 
Koch: Their job is to 
maintain these majorities, 
prove they were not a 
fluke and advance Reform 
2.0. (GOP) 


Tom Horner: Horner 
earned the votes of a 
quarter-million Minne- 
sotans and continues 

to maintain a respected 
platform as a voice for 
innovation and intelligent 
solutions to the challeng- 
es our state government 
faces. (Ind.) 


Cam Gordon: Gordon 
is a Minneapolis City 
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Council Member and a 
model local legislator who 
is committed to citizen 
participation. (Green) 


Ron Paul: Paul is the 
most well-known libertar- 
ian, although he's chosen 
to run under the Repub- 
lican banner as the best 
way to gain media cover- 
age. (Lib.) 


Senator Amy Klobu- 
char: Senator Klobuchar 
faces re-election in 2012. 
She has been a leader 

in consumer-advocacy 
for our state and is criti- 
cal that our state sends 
Senator Klobuchar back 
to Washington. (DFL) 


Chip Cravaack: His 
reelection in 2012 will vali- 
date that the 8th District 
vote in 2010 was a real 
move to the right and a 
vote for change. (GOP) 


Richard Carlbom: 
Carlbom comes to the 
Minnesotans United for All 
Families campaign with a 
strong DFL background 


but will be tasked with 
(and is equipped for) 
leadership of a politically 
diverse coalition. He will 
prove we can all work 
together. (Ind.) 


Jill Stein: Stein is a 
Massachusetts physician 
and potential Green Party 
candidate for President in 
2012. (Green) 


John Stossel, investiga- 
tive journalist. (Lib.) 


Senator Tom Bakk & 
Representative Paul 
Thissen: The DFL Cau- 
cus leadership continue 
to work for legislation that 
creates jobs and stand 
firm against a divisive 
social agenda that attacks 
human rights. (DFL) 


Tea Party: The Tea 
Party shares the GOP's 
conservative principles, 
but sometimes differs on 
policy. At the grassroots 
level, the Tea Party and 
GOP coming together 
makes each organization 
stronger. (GOP) 
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John Kriesel: Kriesel 
was certainly someone 

to watch in 2011. The 

IP may not share all his 
policy beliefs, but his will- 
ingness to put Minnesota 
before the GOP should be 
applauded. (Ind.) 


Elizabeth May: May is 
the first ever Green MP in 
Canada and was elected 
in 2011. (Green) 


lan Freeman. Freeman 
is a civil disobedience ac- 
tivist and host of the liber- 
tarian talk radio program 
Free Talk Live. (Lib.) H 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV+ and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can't be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 


Several opportunities are 
available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 


Yaquestions, or would like more 
sit wwWw.hiv:umn.edu or call 612-625-7472 
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LAW & POLITICS | Kaitlyn E. Walsh 


MINNESOTA ATHEISTS has been fight- 
ing for decades to keep religion out of gov- 
ernment, according to August Berkshire, 
the group's president. 

When three same-sex couples were de- 
nied marriage licenses in Hennepin County 
for their sexual orientation, filed a lawsuit in 
March 2010 to strike down the Minnesota 
Defense of Marriage Act and then lost, the 
atheists took notice. 

Once the couples appealed the decision 
ofthe Hennepin County District Court, Min- 
nesota Atheists were able to jump in and 
help them out, said Berkshire. The group 
filed an amicus brief to bring their secular 
perspective to the discussion of marriage. 

*We are going to get our arguments in 
there now to help them and do what we can 
to help, because this is an issue we've been 
supporting since the roots of our founding 
in 1984," said Berkshire, who was one of 
the founders of the Twin Cities chapter of 
American Atheists, which became Minne- 
sota Atheists in 1991. 

DOMA, which does not allow same-sex 
couples to get married, also prevents the 
out-of-state marriages of the couples in the 
case from being recognized in Minnesota, 
according to Berkshire. 

The couples, who collectively form Mar- 
ry Me Minnesota, a non-profit organization 
established in 2008 to prepare for the case, 
are seeking to abolish the state's “statutory 
ban on same-sex marriage," as the group's 
website states. 

'The amicus brief filed by Minnesota Athe- 
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The Secular Side of Marriage Equality 


MINNESOTA ATHEISTS ADD NONSECTARIAN VIEWPOINTS 
TO A DEBATE OFTEN DOMINATED BY RELIGION. 


ists supports the couples in their effort to get 
rid ofthe law and argues the unconstitutionali- 
ty of DOMA, noting the law's theological basis. 

The Minnesota State Constitution, with 
clauses guaranteeing freedom of conscious 
and freedom of religion, and the U.S. Consti- 
tution, which establishes freedom of religion 
in the First Amendment and equal protection 
for all in the Fourteenth Amendment, are vio- 
lated by DOMA, according to the brief. 

Berkshire said the religious roots of the 
law are grounded in "conservative Chris- 
tian" views and leave those who have differ- 
ing beliefs out in the cold. 

"[DOMA is] a religious law that's not just 
a difference of opinion," Berkshire said. “It's 
a religious law that's harming people."The 
amicus brief gives several sectarian argu- 
ments why same-sex marriage is considered 
unacceptable by some religious institutions, 
but says there is no secular reason to bar 
same-sex couples from opportunities given 
to heterosexual couples. 

"The government should not even be 
looking at religion," Berkshire said. “The 
government should only be looking at secu- 
lar arguments and there are no good secular 
arguments against equality. There's no rea- 
son not to grant it." 

The act was upheld by the trial court, 
citing a precedent set in a 1971 Minnesota 
Supreme Court case, Baker v. Nelson, which 
dismissed a constitutional challenge to the 
predecessor of DOMA and ruled that citi- 
zens do not have an innate right to get mar- 
ried, according to Berkshire. 


But the issue of religious freedom was 
not considered in the Baker case, Berkshire 
said, so was insufficient reasoning to uphold 
DOMA, which, according to the brief, has 
significant "religious underpinnings." 

Marshall Tanick, the lawyer who contrib- 
uted to the brief, said one of the issues the 
appellate court should consider, which the 
trial court did not, is that the Baker case did 
not address freedom of religion. 

"Thel970s Baker case is a significant 
hurdle to overcome,” Tanick said. 

Tanick said the purpose of a brief of amic- 
us curiae is to point out arguments the court 
has not considered yet. 

Peter Nikitas, a lawyer representing Mar- 
ry Me Minnesota, said amicus curiae means 
"friend of the court" in Latin. 

Nikitas said the briefs are a mechanism 
for people or groups to offer another angle for 
the judges to consider because the outcome 
of the case matters to them. This way they 
feel "they have done something about it." 
Nikitas underscored some of the points 
made by Minnesota Atheists in the brief, 
including the unconstitutionality of DOMA. 

"[The plaintiffs] want to enjoy marriage 
like any John and Jane or Harry and Mary 
in the state and to prevent same sex couples 
from the benefits of marriage has no justifi- 
cation," stated Nikitas. 

Nikitas added: "The government can't 
play favorites. When government starts 
playing favorites on the matter of religious 
beliefs, society falls apart, civil strife ensues 
and a lot of misery as a result." 
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New this year: Fabulicious Finalists. 


See them. Love them. Vote for them. 
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LAW & POLITICS 


Plaintiffs Jessica Dykhuis and Lindzi 
Campbell, who were married August 2011 in 
Iowa, said they are thankful for the support 
of Minnesota Atheists. 

“I think its great and an amicus brief is 
a huge deal for [Minnesota Atheists]," said 
Dykhuis, as briefs mean legal fees and take 
time to put together. 

Campbell, a firefighter, and Dykhuis, 
a Doula, are raising a 10-year-old, who is 
also one of the plaintiffs in the case, and a 
2-year-old in Duluth. They said it's a “pretty 
progressive" city, but they still are not able 
to enjoy the benefits that other heterosexual 
married couples do. 

Campbell explained she is glad the case 
stoked debate and allowed her and her fami- 
ly to fight the marriage equality battle on two 
fronts, even if they are not successful in the 
suit. The couple has been part of the fight 
against the state constitutional amendment 
to define marriage between one man and 
one woman, which will appear on the ballot 
in November 2012. 

“If nothing else, at least we have been able 
to create a conversation," Campbell said. 

Doug Benson, the executive director of 


Marry Me Minnesota and a plaintiff in the 
case, said it is difficult to predict the impact 
the Minnesota Atheists’ brief will have on 
the outcome of the case. 

^We're very happy and grateful to them 
for...filing their brief,” Benson said. “We wel- 
come and appreciate the perspective of the 
Minnesota Atheists." 

Benson said he and his partner Duane 
Gajewski, who is also represented in the 
case, "have stood the test of time." 

^We will always be married in our eyes," 
Benson said. “It would be a big thing to have 
the government finally recognize our re- 
lationship and afford us the same rights. It 
would be a good feeling." 

Benson said fighting for marriage equali- 
ty has been a huge part of his and Gajewski's 
relationship. He said it has been a long road, 
but even if the appellate court does not get 
rid of DOMA, they will keep going. 

“When you're dealing with human be- 
ings, anything's possible," Benson said. “If 
we're successful, wonderful. If we're not, 
we'll go back and do it again...until we get 
the equality we deserve and demand." 

Benson and Gajewski met in 1990, then 


36 and 27, respectively, while working on 
Paul Wellstone's first run for office, Benson 
said. They were married in Vermont in 2000 
(then called civil unions, now recognized as 
marriages by the 

state), Ontario in 2003, and California in 
2004, according to Benson. They currently 
live in Robbinsdale, Minnesota, with their 
basset hound, Simon. 

'Thomas Trisko and John Rittman of Min- 
neapolis are the third couple represented in 
the case. They met in 1973, were registered 
as domestic partners in Minneapolis in 1991 
and were married in Manitoba in 2005, ac- 
cording to the complaint. 

Marry Me Minnesota filed the lawsuit 
May 11, 2010, according to the initial com- 
plaint. The District Court of the Fourth Ju- 
dicial District dismissed the case, a decision 
that Marry Me Minnesota appealed. 

The plaintiffs are now suing the State of 
Minnesota and Jill Alverson in her official 
capacity as Hennepin County Local Regis- 
trar, according to the appeal brief. Oral argu- 
ments will be heard in the Minnesota Court 
of Appeals Oct. 26. 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BIG GAY NEWS | Bradley Traynor 


Appeals Court Tosses Gays in Military Lawsuit 


BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


The Associated Press reports that the 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco tossed out the lawsuit challenging the military's now-repealed 
ban on openly gay servicemembers. The decision dismisses last year's rul- 
ing by a California trial judge that the ban was unconstitutional. The court 
said, "This suit became moot when the repeal of section 654 took effect on 
Sept. 20th." The Log Cabin Republicans, who brought the case, had argued 
that an unconstitutional ruling was necessary in order to prevent a future 
congress or president from reinstating the ban. 


Obama Administration Blocks 

Full Severance for DADT Service 
Members 

Politico reports that following the 
official repeal of DADT in Septem- 
ber, the Obama administration is 
trying to block full severance pay 
for service members dismissed 
under the ban. The ACLU filed 
suit, seeking full compensation for 
142 service members who only 
received partial severance when 
they were dismissed. The Justice 
Department argued that the 
Defense Secretary has sole discre- 
tion over separation pay and the 
courts have no ability to determine 
otherwise. 


Google Pulls 15 Му Son Сау?” 
Android App 

CNET reports that, following 
complaints from consumers and 
gay rights groups, Google has 
pulled the "Is My Son Gay" app 


from its Android Market. A com- 
pany spokesman told CNET, "We 
remove apps that violate our poli- 


by openly gay author Christophe 
de Baran to help promote his 


Son Gay." The app's developers 
released a statement saying, "This 
app was conceived with a playful 
approach." 


California Teen to Be Retried in 
Gay Student Murder 

CNN reports that 17-year old 
Brandon Mclnerney, who is ac- 
cused of killing gay classmate 
Lawrence King in 2008, will face a 
retrial. The Ventura Country Dis- 
trict Attorney's office announced 
the retrial in early October. Мсіп- 
erney's first trial was declared a 
mistrial in September after jurors 
said they were deadlocked. Мсіп- 
erney faces a first-degree murder 


" charge, a special allegation of 

: use of a handgun, and a special 
| circumstance allegation of lying 
cies." The app was commissioned | 


in wait. 


I Gay Congressman Announces 
upcoming humorous novel, "Is My | 
" Colorado Congressman, Demo- 

! crat Jared Polis, and his partner, 
| Marlon Reis, have announced 

" the birth of their son Caspian 

i Julius. Caspian was born іп 

i October, weighing 8 pounds 12 

" ounces. Polis becomes the only 
| openly gay member of Congress 
" to be a parent. 


Birth Of Son 


| British Passport Forms to Get 

" Same-Sex Parents Option 

| The BBC reports that Britain's 

: Home Office has announced UK 

" passport forms are being updated 
| to include options for same-sex 

" parents. Instead of mother and 

" father, passport applicants will see | 


"parent one" and "parent two." A 
change is also expected that 
includes the option for a gender 
free passport, allowing transgen- 
der people to opt-out of gender 
identification on their passport. 


Serial Killer May Be Stalking 
South African Gay Men 

IOL News reports that South 
African police are investigat- 

ing the possibility that a serial 
killer is targeting Johannesburg's 
gay community. Four gay men 
have been found bound and 
strangled to death in the last 10 
months. Each of the victims was 
found tied up and strangled inside 
his home with no signs of forced 
entry. Police are urging gay men 
who share the victims' profiles to 
avoid letting strangers into their 
homes. 


Teacher Who Sent Student to 
Office for Homosexuality Remark 
Off Leave 

NBC reports that high school 
teacher Kristopher Franks, who 
was placed on leave in October af- 
ter disciplining a student who said 
homosexuality was wrong has re- 
turned to the classroom. Although 
the district has not commented on 
the case, freshman student Dakota 
Ary told reporters he was given an 
in-school suspension after telling 
a friend during German class that 
gay people were not allowed in 
Christianity. “1 didn't say it to be 
rude to anyone." 


Gay Pastor Under Fire After Man 
Dies at His Home 

The Royal Oak Daily Tribune 
reports that Rev. Mark Bidwell, 
pastor of the Metropolitan Com- 
munity Church in Ferndale, Michi- 
gan has been removed from his 
volunteer position as a chaplain 
with the Ferndale Police dept. 
after an emergency call to his 
home in September. Police found 
43 year old Steven Michael Fitch 
unresponsive after he and Bidwell 
allegedly injected themselves 
with crystal meth. Fitch was later 
pronounced dead. His official 
cause of death has not yet been 
determined and police say charges 
are unlikely in the case. L1 
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Join the Minnesota Zoo in partnership with 
Lakeville Liquors for a wine tasting that is wild, 
exotic and tropical! Enjoy lavish hors d'oeuvres and 
music as you stroll along the Zoos Tropics Trail. 


November 5, 2011 
5:30 until 8:30 p.m. 
$50 in advance 

$55 at the door 

$35 for designated driver 


To make a reservation, go to mnzoo.org. 
For more information, call 952.431.9200 
Adults only—21 years and older 


All proceeds benefit conservation programs at the Zoo. 


a AER 2 
25% 


229 MINNESOTA ZOO 
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Online Magazine Prizes Pie Recipes 


Check out Our Lavender Digital Edition at lavendermagazine.com - Win Prizes! 
in every issue! Go to www.lavendermagazine.com/category/contests-and- 
promotions - Recipes Go to www.lavendermagazine.com for John Michael 
Lerma's pie recipes. 


WandaWisdom.com 
THE ORIGINAL PODCASTING DRAG QUEEN 


Now's your chance to watch 
Wanda get her face put on LIVE 
on-stage with gal pal Bebe 

Gallini as they chat about drag 
for the Hennepin Theatre Trust's 
Broadway Confidential series! 
Join them Monday night, October 
17th! Get ur $15 tickets before 
they're gone! 


Bebe Gallini and Wanda. 
Photo by Doug Melroe 


BIG 
GAY 
NEWS 
со 
BigGayNews.com 


YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT 
WORLD NEWS! 


Top Headlines 

v/ Obama Administration Blocks Full 
Severance for DADT Service Members 

V. GOProud Wants Apology from Rick 
Santorum 

¥ Catholics Warn of ‘National Conflict" 
Over Gay Marriage 


V Obama Reacts То GOP Debate 
Audience Booing Gay Soldier 


Get Your News in 12 Languages! 
Big Gay News now offers TWELVE 
foreign language newswires! 

You can get international GLBT 
news from hundreds of sources in 
twelve different languages. There 
is absolutely no other site offering 
this much relevant content. Visit 
http://biggaynews.com today! 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Photo Courtesy of HalSparks.com 


Expert Home Financing. Guaranteed. 


It's not just a tagline. It's a promise 


that we back up —with cash. 


An approval from Residential Mortgage Group, 
a division of Alerus Financial, is backed by a 


- я M ; $10,000 guarantee’ that your loan will close. 
Minnesota Premier Home Improvement Specialists Why are we able to be so bold? Because we've 


never failed to close a loan we said would 
Additions e Kitchens e Bathrooms e Basement Finish close! Contact me today to learn more about 
Windows / Doors e Decks / Porches e Roofing e Siding 


: this G teed A ] and to-the- 
Ice Dam Prevention & Removal sqq ае dag ныны н 


Guaranteed Closing Costs! 


A DIVISION OF 


ВМС Alerus 


FINANCIAL 


5 be e ди тшт “Ж Dat Gleason 


ACCREDITED RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE GROUP 
A REED “We Roofed It AGAIN” 4 оғғісе 952.847.9834 E-MAIL pat@rmgmn.com 


FREE ESTIMATES patgleasononline.com 
Minneapolis: 763-412-4290 St. Paul: 651-294-3620 


www.stioRoofing.com Богооз, Rond: ued 


ARRESTED? 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


(612) 305-4360 ° www.jeffdeanlaw.com 


*Paid to the seller if RMG is unable to close based on the terms of our approval letter. VENDER 


* Law Firm exclusively dedicated to DWI and criminal defense. 


His winning record 


* Extensive experience and success handling DWI, criminal 


sexual conduct, indecent exposure and assault cases. has made 
* Has defended hundreds of people while treating each case Jeff Dean а name 
as a priority. you can trust. 


"| could have spent a million dollars hiring OJ Simpson's dream team of lawyers and not gotten a 
better result. | was charged with a serious felony and Jeff Dean won may case. Call Jeff if you are 
charged with a crime." - R.L. former client 


If you need a Realtor call my twin brother Jon Dean: (612) 802-1053 


LavenderMagazine.com | 5 


Looking for а way to save? 


LAVENDER 


Volume 17, Issue 428 * October 20-November 2, 2011 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 


process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 


from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


P ни 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
INSURANCE | 


American Family Mutual Insurance (ompany and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance (ompany of Wisconsin 
Home 0ffice - Madison, WI 53783 

® American Family Insurance (ompany 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


All your protection under one roof ° 


x ұ [| 
LM jewelry 
ғ һоте 
chocolate 


Earrings by Amali 
18k gold, peruvian 
opals, black 
diamonds 


Shops at 
Excelsior & Grand 


3826 Grand Way 
St. Louis Park 
952.922.8364 


www.StyleByMax.com 


НАТО CARE 


Full Service Eco-Friendly Auto Service 


Honest-1 Auto Care is: 
where honesty is key 


С I\personally guarantee your satisfation! 
_ Май Sederstrom, Owner 


100-Point Vehicle Inspection 


FREE! 2 
m Value! 


CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS, OFFERS, OR DISCOUNTS. 
Help ensure you are safe on the road! 


HONEST-1 


-E 


AUTO CARE * 


2717 Lyndale Ave. S. e Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 871-7545 e www.honestiuptown.com e Hours: Mon-Fri - 7-6 e Saturday 8-4 
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Lavender Media Inc. 
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LavenderYellowPages.com 
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612-436-4664 subscriptions 
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BigGayNews.com WandaWisdom.com 


Sstreet salon 
7 612 729 4415 


4805 Nicollet Ave S MINNEAPOLIS MN 55419 


get your style fix. 


facials Баск facials ^ massage haircuts 
color makeup manicure pedicure waxing 


east 42nd 


MEN'S DAY IS EVERY WEDNESDAY. 


$PA PACKAGES & GROUP 
SPECIALS AVAILABLE 


CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
@FACEBOOK.COMVE4 2 SALON 


BECKY A. MOSHIER 


In my 21st year of service to our community. 
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


www.beckymoshier.com 


Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
the IRS so you don’t have to. We have been preparing all types of 4 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide 
Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
Product sales. 


KAREN R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


| DOWNTOWN RESOURCE 
Minneapolis Condos | Lofts 


CONDO OH LOFT BUYERS: 


HOW TO AVOID PAYING TOO MUCH 


Whether you're a first-time buyer or an old pro at the real estate game, 
buying a home can be a daunting process. It's an emotional time filled with 
difficult choices, and each decision you make has money riding on it. 


To order this FREE report email Joe@DRGMpls.com 
or call 855.777.7225 ext: 103 today. 


ПОМОШ | JOE GRUNNET 


Condos | Lofts YOUR CONDO & LOFT EXPERT 
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PLANS THA 
FIT YOUR LIFE. 


Wherever you are in life, we have 
a health plan that fits your needs 
and your budget. 


Scan the code with your smartphone's 
QR code reader* to be connected 
instantly with a plan that works best 
for you. Call your Medica agent or 
1-888-313-2951. Or visit us at 
medica.com/plansthatfit. 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, 


MEDICA: 


Administrative Law, Real Estate, and Mediation. Регопа До 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul * (651) 330-8508 “Need the QR reader арр? Go to get.neoreader.com from yougmobile phone 
ә > >t. > 2 to download a free app, then scan the code and get a quote. ran 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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SPECS 


APPEAL 


e Thin Lens 
Specialists 


° Frames and 
Lenses 


Estate Planning | Medical Assistance | Probate | LGBT Family Law 


(BUT WE’RE HERE JUST IN CASE 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES). 


BUCHHOLZ & BURKE, PLLC 


John Buchholz & Allison Burke 


* Eye Exams 

e Treatment and 
Management of 
Ocular Disease 


• Dr. James Buchli 


on Staff І = 
е One-Day Aging isn't easy. Q 
Emergency Ca regiving doesn't need MO RUM 


| z 2011 STARTRIBUNE's Top 100 
Servie |, | to be hard. Workplaces in Minnesota 
š TRAINING TO SERVE 
Board of Directors 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


$50 OFF ANY 
COMPLETE PAIR OF 
GLASSES WITH THIS AD 


844 GRAND AVENUE e (651) 291-5150 night 
ST PAUL * (JUST EAST OF VICTORIA) Home 


M-F 10AM-6PM SAT. 10AM-3PM 


THE JOFFE LASIK CHALLENGE 


А BETTER EXPERIENCE. A BETTER PRICE. GUARANTEED. 


If you find a better LASIK experience at a better price, take it! We'll even help рау! 
CALL FOR YOUR FREE LASIK EYE EXAM AND FOR DETAILS TODAY! 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE IS THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK. 


MEDI*CENTER 


ACT BY NOV 30" 
866-685-6994 


www. JOFFE. com 52% 


2311 Wayzata Boulevard South ° Minneapolis, ММ 35405 


Dr. John Foley 5 | 


Over 10 years experience in м 
providing thousands of top > 
quality LASIK procedures. 


FROM FDUR EYES 
TO FREEDOM 


А simple 10 
minute procedure 


Custom Wavefront 
LASIK technology treats: 


Outstanding LASIK 
family heritage 


Great financing 
options available 


With our financing plans and Astigmatism 
Best Price Guarantee, Joffe Nearsightedness 
makes having LASIK Farsightedness 
affordable and easy! 


Imagine 20/20 vision The Joffe family has decades 
without glasses or contacts! of LASIK industry experience 
Crystal clear vision could be built on exceptional care at 
yours in 10 minutes! a great value. 
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Halloween and Politics: Two subjects that our publication 
should be soaking in until our fingers get pruney. The sea- 
son is changing, the costumes are coming out, and the poli- 
tics are borderline gruesome—as usual. 

I ran up to Duluth for a day this past week and landed 
smack dab at the right place at the right time. I wasn't sup- 
posed to be there—it was a whim. My friend Chrissy is a 
faculty member at the University of Minnesota in Duluth and 
I arrived at her office door on National Coming Out Day just 
in time for a special 6th Annual National Coming Out Day 
Luncheon. I joked that only I could manage to take off a day 
and head up to the North Shore and end up at a Coming Out 
Day event. Timing. It's all in the timing. And what a time it 
was. The ballroom was full of people observing a day that 
demands reverence and celebration. We listened to Deborah 
Petersen-Perlman (top, left) recount the history of National 
Coming Out Day. UMD student, Sovann Khong (middle), 
told us of bullying and being locked out of his own home 
as brutal accents of his own coming out story. Jake Caceres 
(top, right) regaled us with "The Caveman Song" which was 
a crowd-pleaser to say the least. Gary Anderson (lower, left) 
gave a moving update of what's going on with Duluth and 
Minnesota United for АП Families and Angie Nichols (lower, 
right) ended the program, leaving us all with a sense of em- 
powered togetherness. 

Sitting there, I looked around at a group of people that was gath- 
ered for greatness. I thought about how these issues of bullying and 
civil rights are drawing us out in greater numbers. How, by being 
drawn out and united, we're actually making the world smaller. I cer- 
tainly didn't feel like I was in a ballroom on a university campus 160 
miles from where I'd started that morning. I could've walked into an 
event happening downtown and been hit with the same purpose, the 
same sense of accomplishment, and the same sense of unity. 

Unity. As you read through this issue, think of the politics that 
are presented. We've got five of the more recognized parties speak- 
ing out in these pages—many of which talk about personal agency 
and rights. Oddly unifying. From the people of faith to the atheists 
against the marriage amendment, there are differences to be sure. 
But, there are so many points of unity. There is an abundance of 
ways to make this world smaller as we fight the same fight toward 
the same goal: Rights. Civil, human, equal. 

Sometimes it's being in the right place at the right time...and 
sometimes it's simply walking out the door and looking around. 
Look around. See each other. Feel stronger. 

As the only GLBT publication in the region, Lavender is there with 
you. We're unifying and presenting information to foster a continued 
discussion. I really mean it when I say that I’m committing Lavender 
to this conversation. Please hold me to it. 


With thanks, 


Andy 


DOW 
UNITED 


ALEEA MILES 


gay? fine by me, 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Boatner 


A Little Knowledge is a Very Dangerous Thing 


In my youth, I had the idea that being “conservative” was a good 
trait since it meant looking carefully at data before taking action, 
while being "liberal" was also good because it meant looking beyond 
oneself to spread wealth or goods (conservatively) to those without 
them. I also thought that "intellectual" was a praiseworthy adjective 
because, as the Oxford English Dictionary defines such an individu- 
al, he or she is “а person with a highly developed intellect." The first 
two are now polar opposites while the third has been turned-by the 
GOP in particular-into a pejorative. 

Michele Bachmann was widely ridiculed for placing the Revolu- 
tionary battles of Lexington and Concord in New Hampshire rather 
than Massachusetts. That's an extreme example of un-knowledge of 
American history, but I fault her more for not checking her facts than 
for her ignorance. Learned cluelessness turned dangerous, however, 
when Bachmann-on no clinical evidence-claimed that the HPV vac- 
cine aimed at protecting young women from cervical cancer causes 
mental retardation. 

Is it elitism to be accurate? Like most citizens today, Bachmann has 


access to Google, but must she must also have a PR staff and a bevy of 
fact-checkers to vet any speech before she commits it to the airwaves. 
A snob is anyone overweening and proud of something he or she has 
that others don't, and now includes being boastful of immense stupidi- 
ty as well as possessing a string of advanced degrees. For some reason 
the GOP has decided that ignorance is a point of pride 

Rick Perry's self-deprecation seems to be aimed at enticing other 
good ole boys to vote for him, and recently bragged that he was in the 
top ten of a high school class of 13. Personally, I want a president to 
be smarter and better informed than I am, or who isn't afraid to con- 
sult advisers and experts who are. Anti- intellectualism doesn't even 
jibe with the Biblical description of Man's relation to the Deity. I can 
find no scriptural verse declaring “...and Man was created in God's 
image - dumber than a sack of hammers." 

There have always been members of society who go about with 
a *Hey nonny, nonny," and babbling forth whatever comes into their 
heads. Back in the day they were considered “village idiots." Now, 
they're hailed as “candidates.” П 
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wellsfargo.com 


€ 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. (497706. 01717) 


With you when 


you ve banking ой each оем 


[Vf Personal Financial Review You've found one another and 
you're ready to take the next big step — sharing expenses. Talk to 
someone who can help you navigate the maze of your personal 
finances and help you take control of your financial situation. 
Wells Fargo has a wide range of accounts and services including 
flexible checking and savings accounts, investments, and loans, 
and we'll work with you to create a financial 
strategy that works for you both. Speak with a 
Wells Fargo banker today, and take your next 


100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX big step with confidence. 


Together we'll go far 
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BEER-WINE-MPLS 
OPEN DAILY FORM 11 АМ TO CLOSE 
HAPPY HOUR 3 = 6:30 PM 


“LOCAL BEER, SELECT WINE, AND GLOBAL CUISINE” 


-THE PUBLIC HOUSE: | | | 


EXPERIENCE [ RESUL UL 


BIG Í _ TERRY А. BURG 


GAY š 
алла ы ATTORNEY AT LAW 


«СОМ 20 Үеагѕ Experience i in: 


Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


Your News. Your Way. 3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis “ (612) 822-0865 
Your #1 Source for GLBT news. www jerryaburg.com 


Food Co-ops: 


The people who always thought real food 
was a good idea. 


Still listening. Still serving. Still pioneering. 
Р” 


Ë X ar 

Marla's Caribbean Cuisine officially invites the GLBT 

community of the Twin Cities to experience one of a kind 
Caribbean / Indian / Chinese fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 * www.marlascuisine.com 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 
wilderoastcafe.com 
Follow us on Facebook! facebook.com/wilderoastcafe 


GOURMET 


Excelsior & Grand 


3840 Grand Way 
Saint Louis Park 
Minnesota 55416 


Oil: Vinegar 952.303.4220 
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joan’s in the Park, the cozy new neighborhood bistro in Saint Paul’s 
Highland Park is full of laughter, clinking glasses and the occasional ca- 
noodle. It could be any Saturday dinner service, except this isn’t Satur- 
day night, and they aren’t even open. Instead the restaurant is filled with 
the blended family brought together by Joan Schmitt and her partner 
Susan Dunlop. Their children and their counterparts all range between 


Flatbread made with housemade sweet sausage 
(left) and the logo of a loving couple (above). 
Apparently, Joan's got the wine glass and Susan 
is the one with the knife. Photos by Andy Lien 


23 and 30 years of age, easy with 
laughter and gentle teasing. These 
kids could be on a poster for rainbow 
families, safely proving that a gay par- 
ent has the same likelihood of raising 
well-adjusted, productive children 
as any parent. Instead, they're prov- 
ing what a combined family passion 
for good food and great service can 
bring to a quiet corner in a snoozy 
little neighborhood. 

When the women, both restaurant 
vets, knew they were ready to open 
their own place, they scoured loca- 
tions. They knew they'd found their 
new home when they discovered the 
former pizzeria for sale in the very 
neighborhood that Joan had grown 
up in. They noted that while they've 
only been open for a short amount 
of time, they are already developing 
regulars. They noted one woman 
who adores the crab cakes and a 
welcome number of gay couples as 
well. Located at the corner of Snel- 
ling and Bayard, they've transformed 
the space from tacky utilitarian, to an 
open and serene with soft lighting. 

Joan and Susan met when they 
were both working for Morton's 
Steakhouse in Florida. Dan, one of 
Joan's sons remembered he was talk- 
ing to her on the phone. She put him 
on hold - for over two hours. After 
swallowing the indignation of his 
own mother not taking his call, the 
immediate question was a sly, “Who 
did you meet?" 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, CFP*, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 
Special Needs Financial Planner 

| Financial Services Representative 

7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor* designation 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10036. 

Securities products and investment advisory services offered by (6 

MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered S 
investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special 

needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for 1. 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


For the if in life.° 


MetLife 


w É ee m ee  — — 


FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION ! 


О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense 
C) Child Support О Business & Civil Litigation 


C] Domestic Partnerships О Wills and Powers of IT Attorney 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT —— since 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 


а | 


Early and Lote flight Happy Hour Takeout Available — Gift Certificates Available 
LESE n mu "aon dB ыр 


fagi 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul e 651.698.0334 fax: 651.699.2303 


LavenderMagazine.com | 15 


*+R£$TAURANT: В 


Catch Golden Fig 
founder Laurie on 
Twin Cities Live 


22 Alllocal. АП the time. 


790 Grand Avenue « St. Paul, MN 55105 
|... 651.602.0144 
J www.goldenfig.com 
— facebook.com/goldenfigfinefoods 
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Wine bar f 20 а 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRIGE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


VOTED LW, WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
ЕАВ 50 AWARDS! 


612.333.4305 

415 М. 15T ST. - MINNEAPOLIS 
HOURS: TU-TH & SUN. 5-1 1РМ 
FRI & SAT 5PM-MIDNIGHT 


АП You Can Eat 
Spaghetti Lunch 
$6.99 


Mon-Fri 11 am-2 pm 
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LOCALLY SOURCED 


When asked what their experience 
was like, being out and working in the 
hospitality industry, Susan thinks a long 
time before responding, “I was always ac- 
cepted, but it wasn't until I worked at Cap- 
ital Grille that it was really embraced, that 
I began to be an asset. Morton's wouldn't 
do anything for Pride." 

Her daughter Lindsay, a bubbly 23 year 
old chimed in, ^We /ove Pride. It's our fa- 
vorite time of year! Well, that and Hallow- 
een." The family is already contemplating 
a float for next year's parade. When asked 
about what her experience has been she 
summed it up best by saying, “Everyone 
loves someone who is gay. It's just weird to 
be anti. We're just... normal." 

“I have friends who grew up not know- 
ing any gay people," adds Mark, Joan's 
son. “Now I have friends, these two guys 
who took a cab all the way out to where 
they were at Pride just to get a hug." It's 
clear that the house that Joan and Susan 


Clockwise: Beef carpaccio and 
prime NY strip; Susan and 
Joan's family affair; and house- 
cured salmon with parsley garlic 
sauce on ciabatta toasts. 
Photos by Andy Lien 


have built is where all the kids and their 
friends can find solace. When I point that 
out, they responded that Thanksgiving 
usually involves all sorts of holiday or- 
phans gathered around their table. “You 
want to join us?" 

There was talk of having Thanksgiv- 
ing at the restaurant. That certainly would 
make the hosting easy, not to mention 
the ample amount of wine that would pair 
beautifully with a turkey. 

The room's easy elegance works as well 
for a celebration as it does for a casual night 
in jeans. "It's not fine dining," explained 
Joan. "It's redefined fine dining, not hoity- 
toity. We wanted to be approachable." 

"A real neighborhood restaurant," 
added Susan. “That's why we buy locally 
when we can. Our seafood comes from 
Coastal Seafood and our bread, the only 
bread we don't make in house, is the egg 
and onion bread that arrives first on your 
table. It's from Rosemark's [Bakery] right 


up the street.” 

Susan is the chef while Joan works 
the front of house. The food is classic 
preparations with straightforward fla- 
vors. With all of their steakhouse expe- 
rience it should come as no surprise that 
the filet's are tender as the morning and 
beef carpaccio is simply adorned with 
arugula, truffle oil with a few salty wisps 
of Parmesan cheese. Susan explains it's 
her Italian heritage that's draws her to 
using the tender, sweet roasted red pep- 
pers in so many dishes that enhance 
the sweet onion jam served on the New 
York Strip and the sweet Italian sausage 
studded flatbread. 

From Caesar salads to in-house cured 
lox to the tiramisu finish, the food isn't 
trying to be haute cuisine, each dish is fa- 
miliar with carefully chosen components 
and assembled with love, which could 
also be said for this endearing family. 
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MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
(612) 367-4595 


KINSEN IS PROUD TO BE ONE OF THE ONLY ASIAN RESTAURANTS IN THE TWIN CITIES 
TO FEATURE ALL-NATURAL MEATS SELECTED FROM REGIONAL FARMS 


WWW.KINSENNDDDLES.COM 
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2 OFF THE EATEN PATH | Heidi Fellner 
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Bar Area; Too Tem Tea, 
Prairies Saint Cocktail. 
Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


Asia seems to divide tourists into two categories. There are those who 
come back to the United States thankful that their restaurants feature toned- 
down, Americanized versions of Asian cuisine. Then there are those for 
whom American Asian restaurants are forever ruined after eating the real 
thing. Sadly, the real thing is very hard to find anywhere else but Asia. Even 
U.S. restaurants that attempt authenticity can't get all of the proper ingredi- 
ents, and even if they could, they'd likely have problems attracting enough 
customers. But if you crave real Thai, Vietnamese, Japanese or Chinese 
noodle dishes, Kinsen dishes up a worthy version at a reasonable price. 


GLIMPSES | Е.В. Воаїпег 


Photo by Gayla Ellis 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


COLLEGE OF VISUAL ARTS LEADERS OF DESIGN SERIES 
PRESENTS: WOMN: WOMEN IN MINNESOTA DESIGN 


The College of Visual Arts (CVA) has announced is Fall 2011 Leaders of Design Series, 
celebrating women who have helped put Minnesota on the map with graphic design that 

is conceptual, meaningful, inspiring, hard working, and powerful. The series includes а 
moderated panel discussion and exhibition. Twenty-three industry-leading women were 
selected to exhibit their design work at the CVA Gallery from October 27 through November 13. 
Criteria for selection included leadership, innovation, influence, accolades for design excellence, 
and longevity in Minnesota. Featured Designers are: Leslee Carsewell, Sue Crolick, Jo Davison, 
Laurie DeMartino, Nancy Gardner, Minda Gralnek, Linda Henneman, Susan Hopp, Laurie 
Jacobi, Haley Johnson, Katie Kirk, Cynthia Knox, Monica Little. Deb Miner, Miranda Moss, Kelly 
Munson, Sarah Nelson Forss, Kolean Pitner, Nancy Rice, Connie Soteropulos, Jane Tilka, Cheryl 
Watson, Sharon Werner. The College of Visual Arts is located at 344 Summit Avenue, St. Paul. 
Visit www.cva.edu,facebook.com/cva.edu, twitter.com/cva_edu. 


POWDERHORN EMPTY BOWLS HELPS FEED 
NEIGHBORHOOD HUNGRY 


November 4 will mark the 5th Powderhorn Empty Bowls (PEB), held annually on the first Friday 
in November at the Park. Local potters-professionals, kids' programs, and college departments- 
donate hand-made bowls, local volunteers cook soup, and bake fresh bread. Neighbors come 
together, select a bowl, have a meal of soup and bread, and make a donation. The net income 
from the event is donated to help feed the hungry in the Powderhorn neighborhood. Last year 
even proceeds supported the food shelf at the Division of Indian Work, Sisters Camelot, and 
Youth Farm and Market. Originally started by Powderhorn Park Neighborhood Association as 

a fundraiser to end hunger, it is now also an important community-building event. Last year 
1,455 people attended; there were over 1,325 bowls; PEB grossed around $22,000. For more 
information call (612) 722-4817 or visit http://ppna.org 


AWEN BRIEM RAN HER FIRST MARATHON RECENTLY TO 
SUPPORT DAFEET BULLYING CAMPAIGN 


She was cheered by 130 supporters who lined the route markers at 8, 15, and 21 miles, sporting 
T-shirts with the legend, "We support Safe Schools for ALL Youth," and "We've got Your Back." 
DaFeet Bullying Campaign began in the hours of solitude that Briem's running provided. 

Briem is a survivor of school bullying, and she and her partner are the parents of a school- 
aged son. She became active when she simultaneously learned of the youth suicides in the 
Anoka-Hennepin school district and that every one of her LGBTO friends from high school, 
who were also bullied, was no longer alive. "We lost them to suicide, hate crimes resulting in 
homicide, and complications of AIDS," she shared. A video crew filmed Briem's run as part of 
an upcoming video campaign targeting youth, adults and state legislators. 


LOCAL CATHOLICS VIDEO SERIES SUPPORTS 
MARRIAGE EOUALITY 


Catholics for Marriage Equality, a five-video series featuring local lesbian and gay Catholics 
sharing stories of faith, family and marriage, premiered recently in Minneapolis, offering a 
response to efforts to amend the Minnesota State Constitution to ban civil marriage for same- 
sex couples and to Archbishop John Nienstedt of the Archdiocese of St.Paul-Minneapolis, 
who last fall distributed the DVD Preserving Marriage in Minnesota to more than 400,000 
Catholic households. Nienstedt asserts, "At best, so-called same-sex marriage is an untested 
social experiment, and at worst, it poses a dangerous risk with potentially far-reaching 
consequences." Director Mary Kay Orman stated, "Our hope is that those who view our video 
series will prayerfully reflect upon the negative impact of the proposed "marriage amendment" 
and commit to voting against it in November 2012." 

Pictured left: Filmmaker Aleshia Mueller 
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АВТ$ & CULTURE 


INTERVIEW | John Townsend 


Hal Sparks. Photos Courtesy of Hal Sparks.com 


HAL SPARKS 


Straight Ally Extraordinaire! 


HAL SPARKS is beloved by GLBT au- 
diences for his time on Queer As Folk. He 
also enjoys an illustrious career as one of 
the most intelligent and attractive comedi- 
ans around. Every Wednesday morning he 
can be heard on am950 as Stephanie Mill- 
er's cohost on her extravagantly comic na- 
tional morning show. It's called Hump Days 
With Hal. I recently spoke with 42-year old 
Sparks about his insights as a straight ally to 
the GLBTcommunity. 


JT: Thre are very few other straight 
men, other than perhaps your Stephanie 
Miller show cohort, John Fugelsang, who 
express pro gay views as frequently as you 
on a national platform. You remind me of a 
protective dad or big brother. How did that 
get shaped in your character? 


HS: A couple of things: when I was 
growing up in Kentucky there were four 
kids I used to hang out with all the time - 
like four running buddies, four other boys. 
Later in my life I would find out the two of 
them were gay. And I would find out later 
what they went through. One of them, the 
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family still doesn’t know. 

Several times over the course of my 
life I found out that some people I respect 
and love dearly finally found the strength 
to come out of the closet to me. It didn’t 
change my feelings for them at all. And I 
started to really feel the fact that they’re in 
this emotional straitjacket, whenever they 
just want to live their life in a normal way. 
And why do I care about this? My response 
is how can you not? It’s more of an alien 
thought to me that people wouldn’t want 
gay people to have equal rights and that’s 
why I'm comfortable with it. It's madden- 
ing to me that the alternative exists - like 
we're in some bizarre-o world where you 
literally have Freedom Works running the 
Tea Party about individual liberty and small 
government. These folks are trying to insti- 
tute the most Draconian antigay laws and 
keep the ones that still are on the books. It’s 
up and down, black and white. 

For me it’s a matter of fairness. It’s a mat- 
ter of logic. It’s a matter of love and friendship. 

JT: I'm a decade older than you and when 
I was growing up if your were a straight man 
who didn’t have any problem with gays you 


still kept silent about gay rights. In many 
cases, it could actually stigmatize you, just 
being a vocal ally. But for your generation, 
by and large, it’s just not much of an issue. 
In fact, what’s throwing off a lot of people, 
middle-aged and beyond, is that there are so 
many straight white men, unmistakably mas- 
culine, like yourself, who don’t have an issue 
with it and will say so. 


HS: We went through a gender comfort 
transition in this country. Call it women’s 
lib, the feminist movement, Women’s Lib 
in America in the ‘80s - openness about 
women’s value in arenas other than chil- 
drearing and motherhood. A woman being 
a woman is okay. A man being a man is okay 
and anything in between, personality-wise, 
is therefore, okay and that makes it easier 
to be who you are. 

We became much closer to that level than 
our older compatriots. I think the fear of the 
feminine has a lot to do with, specifically, 
male homosexuality, particularly in the older 
generation. They have this view that feminine 
is weak and of gay men as feminine. Even 
though that’s not the case, that’s the mentality. 


So my generation became comfortable 
with all the elements of female femininity. 
We weren't hostile to it; therefore, we didn't 
really perceive gay men in that regard and 
therefore nothing to be feared. 

Ialso think we went through a level of in- 
trospection as a generation, where you look 
inside yourself. You really gave a good look. 
You didn't have to be afraid of your inner self 
and that you were gonna stumble over the 
fact that you were straight when you thought 
you were gay or you were gay when you 
thought you were straight. You paid atten- 
tion to your own life. Your own internalized 
being. You could come out and admit it. You 
could ask those questions of yourself. 

Whereas the previous generation was 
afraid to ask those questions in the first place 
for fear of the ‘wrong’ answer. What if you did 
find out you were gay and then all of the sud- 
den you have to answer to that thought form, 
and now there’s no support for it. So the fear 
was rooted in the fact that there was no so- 
cial structure to protect them. And there 


NEW! 


FOC MAP.COM 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY МАР”. 
WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 


was a constant judgment that women are 
somehow weaker and, therefore, anything 
feminine is weak. Men who are perceived as 
feminine are weaker than men who are not. 
Therefore, if you are gay or feminine, you 
are weak. So being straight is your only point 
of value as a man 

Also, psychologically, acceptance of gay 
people [marks] the maturing of any society. 


JT: Americans may be getting savvier 
about how sex hysteria is used to undermine 
candidates. There also seems to be a wider 
awareness that right-wingers are largely 
more erotophobic than those to their left. 
It’s interesting how Republicans will forgive 
Senator David ‘Diaper Boy’ Vitter and ulti- 
mately want Senator Larry Craig and Rep. 
Mark Foley, two men with a clearly homo- 
sexual side, out of the way. 


HS: This is very frustrating to the Right 


Wing. The Left is not run on sexual morals. 
Where our moralism takes its stands are on 


Who 
will 


you? 
Addte your pride! 
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animal humane society 


issues that matter: war, poverty, things that 
quite frankly we can do something about. 
But the war that is waged on a moral front 
from the right is largely sexual and largely 
about gender control, meaning that man is 
the leader of the household. Women have to 
be subservient. Gay is a choice. Your behav- 
ior is their business. 

The problem with that is that you are au- 
tomatically setting yourself up for a level of 
scrutiny that is inhuman because you don't 
allow for reality to set in. And when it does 
catch up it shows their hypocrisy. They have 
to hide it. In hiding who you are, it deviates 
you more from your normal track of action, 
your normal track of being. That's why they 
become crazy to some degree. It's bound up 
in who they are. П 


Hal Sparks 

Every Wednesday, 8 to 11 am 

The Stephanie Miller Show 

KTNF am950 The Voice of Minnesota 


Buffalo 
Coon Rapids 
Golden Valley 
St. Paul 
Woodbury 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 
(763) 522-4325 


Distinctive Service. Guaranteed Results. 


3141 Dean Court #504 * Minneapolis • $449,900 

2 bedroom, 2 bath condo steps from Lake Calhoun. 

Тор to bottom renovation with the finest attention to detail. 
Custom millwork, cabinetry and lighting. Gourmet kitchen 
with granite and high-end appliances. Marble and limestone 
baths. Unobstructed views of downtown. 


THE WILLE GROUP 
612-924-7122 
612-860-7040 
WilleGroup.com 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


In the Name of the Father, etc. 


MY MOTHER told me today that she se- 
cretly baptized my two nieces. We were hav- 
ing lunch and I was riffing on the fact that 
the kids are being raised Buddhist, and, just 
to mess with my mother, I suggested that 
the kids won't be joining us in heaven be- 
cause they haven't been baptized. 

“Oh, we don't have to worry about that,” 
she said, taking a sip of her cocktail. “Т bap- 
tized them." 

I put down my fork and stared at her in 
shock. 

"You took them to church?" I asked in true 
surprise. My mother hasn't been to church 
since my confirmation. And even then she 
wasn't fully engaged. She spent most of the 
service arguing with my father over who in 
the congregation was having an affair. 

"No, I did it myself," she said. “Т baptized 
them in the sunroom." The sunroom was my 
mother's sanctuary in my childhood home. 
We were rarely allowed in it when I was a 
kid, and I always imagined her using it as the 
base for her dark, covert operations. Never 
in my wildest fantasies did I imagine her do- 
ing God's work in this room. 

"You baptized them yourself? Is that even 
legal?" I asked. “I mean will God recognize 


such a crackpot scheme?" 

“Well, He'd better,” she said. And, frankly, 
if God knows what's good for Him, He'd best 
not mess with my mother when she's feeling 
officious. She'll kick His ass. “Those kids аге 
going to heaven." 

My parents were outraged when they 
learned that my brother and sister-indaw had 
no intention of baptizing the kids. My sister-in- 
law is Thai and so the kids are Buddhist, main- 
ly, I suspect, because they live near a Buddhist 
temple that produces a fantastic brunch every 
Sunday for congregants. Religion has noth- 
ing to do with it. But religion has nothing to 
do with my parents' objections, either. They're 
both merrily agnostic and think people who 
buy into organized religion are morons. 

"OK, so how do you baptize someone 
without a preacher guy around?" I asked. 

"Oh, it's easy," she said. "You just say 
"You're baptized in the name of the Father, 
the Son....' and, well, you know the rest." 

"Did you trail off like that when you were 
baptizing them? Because I don't think it's of- 
ficial if you can't name all the various holy 
players." 

She dismissed me with the wave of her 
hand. “Oh, for Godsakes. It's not like we're 


Catholic. You don't need all those formalities 
if youre Protestant." 

“Does Dad know about this?” I asked. 

“Of course he does. It's one of the rare 
things we have agreed on in the past 45 
years. Although we did have a fight when I 
told him what I sprinkled on them when I did 
the baptism." 

"Let me guess....does it include the word 
vodka in the name?" 

"Vodka tonic. So there was water in- 
volved. Tonic is a type of water, right?" 

^Why do you even care about this?" I 
asked. "You don't believe in God. Why do 
you care that they're not baptized?" 

^Well, what if we're wrong? What if there 
is a God? Better to hedge our bets." 

And, in a nutshell, I feel the same way 
about long-term, romantic relationships. 
'They don't make sense. The concept of two 
carbon-based creatures making some type 
of mystical connection that obliges them to 
walk hand-in-hand until death goes against 
everything I know about science and na- 
ture. And yet, what if I’m wrong? So, I keep 
trying-and blessing them with vodka-tonics- 
-and hoping for the best. Faith is a powerful 
thing. O 
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MS. BEHAVIOR | Meryl Cohen 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My partner and I have been together for 
nearly 11 years. Now that graduate school 
and quandaries over career paths are over, 
at 40 we both feel financially and emotionally 
secure enough to become parents. We have 
discussed this extensively over the past five 
years, and feel as though we would be great 
fathers. There is, however, one problem: Greg 
wants to have biological children, even though 
none of our women friends are willing to serve 
as a mother, and I want to adopt. My reason 
is that the bonds that should exist between 
two people raising children-and they do exist 
between Greg and me-are absent from the re- 
lationships we have with our women friends. 
Given this, it seems, biology limits our options. 

Enter Evelyn. She and I grew up together 
and came out together nearly 25 years ago. 
She and her partner of eight years now live 
in the Midwest and would love to become 
mothers. Recently, Evelyn and I spent three 
days together, during which time she asked 
if I would be willing to serve as sperm do- 
nor to her and her partner. My role would 
go no further than that, and Evelyn and her 
partner would be the parents. Evelyn asked 
me because I am the only man that she and 
her partner know well enough to ask and 
because, after spending nearly $15,000 at 
a fertility clinic last year, Evelyn eventually 
miscarried. Economically they could not go 
through the experience again. I told her I 
would think over all of this. 

Ms. Behavior, I have no emotional or phil- 
osophical problem with becoming a donor; 


however, Greg is livid that I would consider 
Evelyn's proposition at all. If he and I cannot 
become biological parents, he reasons, then 
why should I help anyone else become one? 
Essentially he has forbidden me to give the 
matter any more thought, which I think is 
vindictive. As a social worker, I realize that 
there are plenty of children in the world who 
could use parents like Greg and me. But why 
should this preclude two very loving and 
capable women from becoming parents as 
well? I want to do the right thing. Could you 
lend some advice? Thank you. 
--ANONYMOUS 


Dear Anonymous: 

You're dealing with three separate issues 
here: 1) Whether or not you and Greg will 
ever reach an agreement about adopting vs. 
having biological children; 2) Whether you 
can donate sperm to your friend Evelyn even 
if Greg doesn't want you to; and 3) Why 
your boyfriend is so stingy. 

Starting with the first one, you haven't 
mentioned the surrogacy option — perhaps 
because the going rate through an agency 
seems to hover near $100,000 in most plac- 
es. Does Greg think he'll just find a sweet 
and compliant Good Samaritan volunteer, 
who'll agree to be impregnated, carry the 
baby, and then just hand (or toss) the baby 
over to him? It's important to resolve this 
issue; if you don't, you risk stalling out and 
doing nothing, even though you both want 
children. Spend some time talking with a 
couples' counselor until you sort it out (or 


become willing to let it go), rather than let- 
ting it become a missed opportunity. 

It sounds like Greg's primary purpose for 
withholding your sperm is spite, rather than 
any philosophical belief about fatherhood. 
Given that spite is bad and wrong, you might 
remind Greg about Karma, if only because 
the vindictive can occasionally be moved to a 
change of heart out of fear of payback from 
the Universe. 

(Ms. Behavior would like to point out that 
most men have no trouble flushing their se- 
men down the toilet in a wadded up tissue 
or spewing onto those non-disposable Field- 
crest towels or any old sock that's on the 
floor, but if you ask them to borrow some, it 
suddenly becomes too valuable to part with.) 

The decision about whether to help your 
friends is ultimately yours, but if you and 
Greg intend to stay together and you can't 
get Greg to change his point of view, you 
may need to forego donation. If you were to 
inseminate Evelyn despite Greg's protests, 
in addition to the strain on your relation- 
ship with Greg, he'd probably shun Evelyn 
and the baby, which would compromise that 
friendship too. And while Ms. Behavior has 
heard of men donating sperm secretly, she 
does not recommend harboring such se- 
crets within the context of an intimate rela- 
tionship. (Never mind the fact that the kid 
could end up looking exactly like you, which 
would be difficult to explain.) So, unless you 
can convince Greg that sharing is beautiful, 
Ms. Behavior would advise you to keep your 
cherished spunk to yourself. 0 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 
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But if it is hungry, it expands its size, 
and eats everything it finds. 
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HALLOWEEN QUEEN | Wanda Wisdom 


Wanda s Halloween [Mash Contest 


THANK YOU for participating in Wanda's Halloween Mask Contest! Here are this year's winners: 
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Steampunk Goggles Headband ($12.95), Satin Pop-up Hat ($19.95), Parisian Style 


Floor Length Skirt ($59.95), La Siréna Steel-boned Corset ($149.95), Edwardian 
Cotton & Lace Camisole ($34.95). All from www.hipsandcurves.com. 


Jungle Wanda 


MICHELE 


ВАС МАММ 


*FOR PRESIDENT* 


ae 


BEHAVING BRADLEY | Brad Traynor 


Love 


ORGANIZATIONS, | CORPORATIONS, 
clubs and individuals across Minnesota and 
beyond have begun the battle to defeat next 
year's statewide vote to constitutionally ban y^ The one 
same-sex marriage. One of the more clever, i < 
creative groups lending their hand to the 
cause is [MN]Love. 

According to [MN]Love field director 
Brandon Gil, 

[MN]Love is a platform for people to 
engage in a statewide dialogue about mar- 
riage equality Whether it be through our 
"Marriage is..." bhoto shoot campaign or our 
letter-writing campaign, we seek to connect 
Minnesotans to other Minnesotans so that we 
can defeat the 2012 ballot initative that seeks 
to insert hate into our state Constitution. We 
have many tricks up our sleeves between now 
and November 2012, so stay tuned! = 

The group's photo campaign—artistry by 
Simon Scott Stromberg-has brought them 
all over the state, including many of Minne- 
sota's annual pride festivals. Says Brandon, 

In light of the upcoming ballot initiative 
that narrowly defines marriage as between 
one man and one woman, we introduced our 
"Marriage is..." bhoto shoot campaign. This 
campaign is not meant to redefine marriage, 
but instead is a chance for Minnesotans, of all 
backgrounds, to visually depict what marriage 
means to them. We encourage people to share 
these bhotos with others in an effort to have а 
continuous and expansive dialogue about why 
marriage equality matters. 

Anyone interested in participating in or 
learning more about their photo and letter 
campaigns can contact [MN]Love's out- 
reach director, Betsy Narr, at bnarr@mn- 
love.org. 


[MN]Love Photo Collection: Moorhead Pride, Fred O. and 
Paul H. (top); [MN]Love Fundraiser, Bri T. (middle); and 
Duluth Pride, Thomas R. (lower). 

Photos by Simon Scott Stromberg Photography 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 
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ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING AUTOMOTIVE 


EMPLOYMENT 


SERVICES 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 


55416 
Professionals р 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


Silvernale |^: 
Accounting Services | [em шук n 


1200 Glenwood Avenue — 


Minneapolis, MN . Tel: 612-377-4900 


Taxes e Payroll e Accounting (Conventent location near International Market Square) E- 
б WWW. northwesterntire.net ` 


John Silvernale 
612-280-5463 


infoGsilvernaleaccounting.com 
www-.silvernaleaccounting.com 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT Ра Rarb ers 
on 


wer @ 


Creating Healthy LGBT Community 


BARBERS 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


800-547-7433 


www. pride-institute.com BarbersOnBryantcom 


Appointments 


ATTORNEYS қ Recommended 
Brian: 612.309.8743 Í 


Did Social Security Say 


You're Not Disabled? 


We specialize in appealing BEAUTY & RELAXATION 
Social Security disability claims. 


No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 


Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


flourish 


skincare body are. wellness 


BANKRUPTCY ducti жатқа солан E EUMD IH A 

s Now through December 31st 2011 
Say Hello to " 1096 of all dollars spent on services will 
Financial Freedom > be donated to Park House. 


CAZALES LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 


A URGERE. ЩН Pazates, Esq. COACHING 


You can now (Br. 
ЖЕ (ВЕ COMPLETE 
see the Ww | -AMERICA 


Create Your Life... 
Instead of Having Your Ше Create You 


onl Ine Robben Salyers, ELI-MP 


Excellence in Personal & Professional Development 


DIGITAL EDITION. 
612-396-3573 


becompleteamerica.com 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Sound advice— 
for an uncertain market. 


4 м Advice you сап trust starts with а conversation. 
Gregory Foster, Vice President-Investments 
681 East Lake Street, Wayzata, MN 55391 
952-475-9436 800-627-2463 


greg.foster&ubs.com 


ubs.com/fa/gregfoster % UB S 


UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. 
©2010 UBS Financial Services Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC 
31.20 Ad 2.33x2 RP1028 FosG 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


Lets' create the body that you have 
always wanted! 


Endgame Fitness £ ) 


Personal Trainer 


B.S. Kinesiology Exercise Science, ACSM Certified 


MINNEAPOLIS - ST. PAUL AREA 
218-259-5894 « www.endgamefitness.i net ` 


NAKED YOGA FOR MEN 
Tantra i . Coaching 


Private & Group 3 
612.203.4016 — Evoluti 


SINCE 1998 
Service, Integrity, Quality 


Siding 
Roofing ° Windows ° Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Financing Available г Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor е MN License 820384780 
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THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


A - Z ELECTRIC 


Е We'llido (almost) anything A-Z! 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Bee 


“ Signature Product” 
Roofing + Siding + Windows « Gutters + Decks + Painting 
Let us show you how we can optimize your home improvement experience, 
‘Ask about our summer specials and storm damage renovation programs. 


RDavisConstruction.com | | 


info@rdavisconstruction.com 


612.259.8363 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


“Weill go OUT on a limb for you.” 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding * Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
24 yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 
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ODEE tal | 
= PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR ! 


! Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 


1 
; Emergency Service Available ! 
IWWW.SODERLIN.COM ! 
! 3612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 i 

' 


LICENSE #M1764#M359 


' Licensed, Bonded & Insured 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION ° RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS * TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS * PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECARENN.COM 
TODD OR ШЄЄ 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Ad sr ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC * HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO * VIDEO * SECURITY 
LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 
952-927-7194 ДЕ) 
www.staffordhomeservice.com _facebook.com/StaffordHome Service 


SwankeDesign+Build= 


612.810.2848 


Designing, building and renewing structures 
for living, working and being. 


win Heating and Air 
ity Masters in Gas, Refrigeration, and Warm Air 


FREE In-Home Estimates 
Minneapolis 612-366-1934 
St. Paul 612-366-9712 
Surrounding Areas 763-757-4678 
Servicing the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
twincityheatingandair.com 


swankedesign.com 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


LONG TERM CARE 
INSURANCE 

Yes! Some companies == 

DO offer a Domestic Sh 
Partner Discount! 7 
DID YOU KNOW: 

There's a Stand-Alone 

Home Care Plan 

approved in Minnesota? | 
For details and information call 


(612) 926-8684 or 
toll free (888) 899-6659 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Domestic 
Services | 


Eu 11 


Клод Gary Scharber ЕСІ PE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Lisa M. Chase, PhD, LICSW 


651:278-5370 


Stillwater 
Minneapolis 


Psychotherapist 


Lisa Chase Site: Psychology Today 


THE NETWORK 


PSYCHOTHERAPY REAL ESTATE 


Tom Glaser, MS š рес 
Psychologist | Coach | Celebrant 
612-240-4289 
www.tomglaserlp.com 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


T = : b 4 
E 3 Код Ё 612-298-5400 
WWW.BLIYRENTSELLMN.C COM 
9 Plays well with 
ИЛ. » A Others Buyers! 
"Therapy Center 


Convenient Midway Location AN N LEVITO N 


2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist” 


MAVRIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 


Mindful Intentional Living 
Individual & Couples Therapy | 
No Cost Initial Session Lake Pointe Centre 
Most Insurance Accepted. 3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 


Visa/Mastercard accepted. Minneapolis, MN 55416 
лыы ] 612.922.9100 
“РА, с> kate, heffelfinger&msn.com 


« Heteroflexible Therapy, Ltd. 


CONNIE STUDER, M.A, LMFT Individual and Couple Therapy 
LGBT Issues 


612.275.1657 Member of WPATH 
www.heteroflexibletherapy.com | Free 30-minute consultation 


M 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


ез СЫН 612.827.9537 


Health & Wellness Coaching 


James L. Stolz, LICSW, Certified Wellness Coach 


METROPOLITAN 


7300 France Ave, Edina, MN 55435. (952)288-2230 


You can now 
see the 


online 


DIGITAL EDITION. 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep ie the ety o Out iu the burbs. 
612.986.8622 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


BUSINESS PROFILE 


Heidi Fellner 


PROHOME 
RENOVATING 


While the housing market remains 
slow, large-scale remodeling projects 
are just not paying off for homeowners. 
However, smaller remodeling projects, 
say, a kitchen update or a bathroom re- 
model can have a positive impact on your 
lifestyle, and still pay off in an eventual 
sale. Enter ProHome Renovating, whose 
co-owners, Vince Cronje and Jeff Ertl do 
those in-between projects, like decks, 
garages, basement remodels, kitchens, 
bathrooms, furniture assembly, and more. 

Even if you could get a large remodel- 
ing company to do your project, there are 
many benefits to working with a smaller 
team, like personalized customer service 
and communication. Cronje states, “We 
are the guys who are going to be doing 
the work. One of us is always here. If we 
have to hire help, then we’re supervis- 
ing, and we’re always in control of what’s 
going on.” The team also has a policy 
of making the entire process respectful 
(and far less chaotic) by always cleaning 
up at the end of the work day, and being 
conscientious of household pets. 

Estimates aren’t an exact science, 
but both Cronje and Ertl have years and 
years of experience with a wide variety 
of jobs, and they know when to expect 
the unexpected. If they forget to include 
costs on their estimate, the duo would 
rather pay the difference themselves 
rather than stick their customer with 
the extra charge. It’s part of their over- 
all business philosophy, which values 
honesty and craftsmanship over a quick 
buck, as Ertl explains. He adds, “Rather 
than just do a job and get out, we try to 
build relationships. I know Vince has had 
some of his customers his whole career, 
and I have too, for 10-12 years.” 

The duo works throughout the Twin 
Cities on both commercial and residen- 
tial properties of any era. To schedule 
an appointment, contact ProHome Reno- 
vating through their website at prohom- 
erenovating.com, or by calling 612-205- 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease of 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.Sto Ë MN com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
intormation and resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

|2 373-AIDS (metro) ог 
800) 248-AIDS [stotewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
ally! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
"Let us entertain уой!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 

"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, wor 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL9 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

үле all things french ars i 
appening in the Twin Cities! 

IN. 1s St 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 

supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 

www.minneapolisbiketour.com 

mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 

Healthy Me. Healthy Community. 
Serving men, women and families. 
Fitness locations in Downtown, 
Midtown, Uptown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0501 
www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health service to meet your 
needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. 5. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, M 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 
m 221-2547 

Нр:/ /www.smm.org 
Walker Art Center 
Internotionolly recognized аз а 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the arf of our time. 
1750 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, M 
(612) 375-7500 
www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 991-8729 
www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State and Pantages 
Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 673-0404 
www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

20 East 10th Street 


t. Paul, 
(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 

ballet company based in the Twin 

Cities and touring the world. 
Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 

www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

i Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822.7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
"Giving Voice to the Human 
Experience" - New and Rarely-Seen 
USICQIS. 
8520 W. 29th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
1501 S. Ath St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd largest pan-Asian 
erforming arts organization in the 

Ds. and is home fo Theater Mu, ап 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

[651 789-1012 
ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educotiono 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
mastertul stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 
Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rohstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 389-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 
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University of Minnesota 
Theatre Arts and Dance 
Educating artists and audiences 
through a diverse mix o 
performances on both land and 
water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 624-2345 
www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 

Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 433.4527 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 


www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

Р. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area ot public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

The radically inclusive GLBTQ 
community of taith. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


WWW.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
majestic space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 224-4728 
www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 


YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 
Edina, 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - 
Disciples of Christ 

Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 
2201 First Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and More. 

ШЫ ады Ave. Minneopolis, 


(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 
А covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

ummit Ave 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 
Mayflower Community 
Congre-gational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 
106 Е Diamond Lake Rd. 
1-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 

inneapolis, MN 

(612) 854.0761 
www.mayflowermpls.org 
New Harmony Church 
A new spiritual community at 
historic Wesley. Offering hope and 
encouragement to all people. 
embracing congregation. Greg 
Renstrom, Minister. 
101 E. Grant St. 
Minneapolis, MN 
Office: (612) 871-3585 
Pastor: (612) 886-2863 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Tradilionol 
Setting & Service, Social Action, The 
Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your fait! 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and tfirmin A 

"Just Peace’ church, founded in 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God’s Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 

The Kenwood Retirement 
Community 

Our tull service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living 
and Short Term apartment rentals. 
А, Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, 


(612) 374-8100 
www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

ocal organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 


EE ayton Avenue, Suite 323 


t.Paul, 
(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TC 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better tor our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865. 


2485 Como Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 642-5990 


www.lssmn.org/ 


STUDENT/CAMPUS/ALUMNI 
University of Minnesota GLBTA 
Programs Office 
Dedicated to improving campus 
climate by developing an 
supporting more inclusive 
understandings of gender and 
ааа.) Hall 

eby Ha 
128 Pleasant St. S 
Minneapolis, 
(612) 625-0537 
www.glbta.umn.edu 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town o 
Ы ОРЕ 
nique shopping, огсһагаз, dining, 
wine bor, На Ај B&B. 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
[651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

(800) 92 АХ (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 

This is Milwaukee. 

648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, WI 

(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings "Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 


13000 Zoo Bhd 
e Valle 
(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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COMMENTARY | David Hancox 


A Bill for an Act 


1.2 proposing an amendment to the 
Minnesota Constitution; adding a section to 
1.3 article XIII; forbidding marriage 
between individuals of differing races. 


A bill being considered for the 2012 
Minnesota Legislature will ask members to 
consider a constitutional amendment ban- 
ning interracial marriage. Supporters of the 
bill believe it is time to address this issue as 
part of a larger social policy agenda. One 
member was quoted as saying that, “Inter- 
racial marriage is against the laws of god, it 
isn’t decent or natural, and we should not be 
exposing our children to such things." An- 
other member suggested that there is “по 
parallel to the gay marriage amendment 
discussed in the 2011 session," and the two 
should not be compared. 

Just kidding. Pullin' your leg. There is no 
amendment being proposed to ban interracial 
marriage. But, what if there were? Do you 
think the religious community would support 
such an amendment? Would there be a re- 
action from the general public? What would 
be the reaction from the African American 
community? Would there be outrage? Would 
there be a total rejection of the very idea of 
denying someone access to a civil contract be- 
cause of their skin color....a factor that is to- 
tally out oftheir control? Would we as citizens 
allow our elected officials to bait us into racial 
discord simply to distract us from the larger 
and far more important issues we are facing? 


75% of US adults favor marriage or do- 
mestic partnerships/civil unions for gay and 
lesbian couples. (Harris Interactive) 


When all is said and done, the argument 
is really not about whether homosexuality 
is a sin or not, whether gay marriage is an 
attack on the sanctity and tradition of mar- 
riage, about protecting our youth from re- 
cruitment, or whether any particular denom- 


ination has the right to refuse to perform a 
wedding ceremony between two adult indi- 
viduals. It is about denying a legal adult ac- 
cess to a civil contract. It is about discrimina- 
tion. It’s that simple. 

My point? 

We should not just simply ignore the ab- 
surdity of the kind of ridiculousness that is 
being presented as fact by those who sup- 
port a constitutional amendment banning 
gay marriage in Minnesota. There needs to 
be a demand for a rejection of the propaga- 
tion of this kind of myth and misinformation. 
No other minority community would sit by 
idly and accept this kind of ludicrousness. 
But, for some reason we, as a community, 
are expected to take in on the chin. As le- 
gal, competent and taxpaying citizens we are 
expected to accept being denied our right 
to access a civil contract. And, do you know 
why? Because the people who perpetuate 
this nonsense believe we are too scared to 
publicly identify ourselves to protest of their 
ideas. Well, we are not. It is time to demon- 
strate our resolve by showing ourselves in 
larger numbers in public rallies, by boycot- 
ting businesses that only value our dollars 
and not us, and by making sure that elected 
officials know that there are political conse- 
quences when they support such nonsense. 


Happiness is so hard to find for people, so 
they find someone who makes them happy and 
we want to take that away? We say you can 
be together but you can't marry them? That's 
wrong and I don't agree with it.” MN Rep. 
John Kriesel, R-Cottage Grove 


Please, don’t allow anyone to insult your 
intelligence by telling you that as a GLBTQ 
person, you have access to the same mar- 
riage rights as everyone else, and that to 
achieve them you just have to marry some- 
one of the opposite sex. That is like telling 
an African American that they can sit at the 


front of the bus if they just change their skin 
color. Yes, it is. Of course, it sounds like 
an absurd notion because an individual who 
is African American cannot change their 
skin color. Guess what, I cannot change 
my sexuality either. Believe me, it is not a 
choice. I cannot truly think of anyone who 
would choose to be gay. Please don’t misun- 
derstand, I have learned to be proud of who 
Iam and I have no regrets. (The majority of 
my friends who identify as GLBTQ feel the 
same way; Proud, self respecting, and out.) 
But, one's sexuality is not a choice. 


‘Tf it is true that sexual orientation is innate, 
that it is God given, then what does that mean 
to the moral force of your argument (?).... 
How many more gay people must god create 
before we ask ourselves whether or not god actu- 
ally wants them around (?) .....If we pass this, 
if we put it on the ballot, if this becomes part of 
our constitution, history will judge us all very, 
very harshly. ...I think ...on this issue.. there 
will be some justifiable shame." Rep Steve Si- 
mon, DLF-Hopkins-St. Louis Park in commit- 
tee discussion with fellow legislators in the 
2011 Legislative session. 


And, finally, I do not argue with the right 
of any religious institution to deny perform- 
ing a wedding ceremony for same sex cou- 
ples. That is the right of the denomination. 
However, that same religious institution or 
denomination does not have the right to tell 
which civil contracts I have a right to access 
and which I do not. Accessing a legal, civil 
contract is a civil right, not a religious one. 

Iurge voters to remember this when they 
go to the polls next fall. In the meantime, 
members of the GLBTQ community (and 
our friends, families and allies) need to be 
vocal and visible, we need to communicate 
with our elected officials about the impact 
of this unnecessary proposed constitutional 
amendment. O 


ӨД | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 20-NOVEMBER 2, 2011 


CLASSIFIEDS 
=i ы Se 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION 


get lazed. Laser Hair Removal in 
Uptown. Upfront pricing. Book online. 
Evening & weekends available. Non- 
metered parking. www.GetLazedMN. 
com. (612) 627-9999. hairy(dgetlazedmn. 
com. 2920 Bryant Ave South. 


EMPLOYMENT 


WEST SUBURBAN TEEN CLINIC is now 
hiring several jobs including Nurse 
Practitioner/Physicians Assistant, Lab 
Supervisor and Director of External 
Communication and Resources. Please 
see our website for more information: 
www.wstcmn.org/employment. 


GIFT SHOPS 


GRAMA's BARN - Arts, Crafts, Gifts, 
Antiques, and More. Hours: Tu - Sun 
10am - брт. 16440 Lake Blvd,Center 
City, MN. Take 35W North to 05-8 
(Taylors Falls exit 132). (651) 257-5161. 
www.gramasbarn.com. 


HELP WANTED 


FREE ARTS MINNESOTA: Looking 
for volunteers to work with abused, 
neglected, at-risk children using art 
and mentorship. Time commitment of 
1.5 hours weekly. Моге information, 
Hannah, (612) 824-2787. www. 
freeartsminnesota.org. 


HOME FURNISHING 


COTTAGE HOUSE • Ап Occasional 
Market ж Next sale: CLASSIC HOME! 
NOVEMBER 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 Wed. 1-7 pm. 
Thr-Fri 10am-7pm. Sat-Sun 10am-ópm. 
* 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


KMR Design Group, LLC specializes 
in residential landscape design and 
construction. We strive to maximize your 
investment while creating a work of art. 
Patios, retaining walls, water features... 
call us for a consultation! Tel: [612] 296- 
2224, www.kmrdesigngroupmn.com. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Specialists іп — Women's Issues 
for almost 20 years. Self esteem, 
uncoupling, communication issues, 
depression, grief/loss, family/ job 
stress, codependency, coming out, 
and more. Insurance/ sliding fee scale. 
SUZANNE KRAMER: (612) 275-2653, 
www.thegatecounseling.com. 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW Psychodynamic 
and Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ 
years. Individual and Family. Specializing 
in: anxiety, depression, relationships, 
Self esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultural diversity. English/Spanish. 
Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


RENTAL-RESIDENTIAL 


Renovated Powderhorn Classic. 
Large 2 BR in 4-plex. Refinished wood 
floors, original woodwork, new lrg 
windows, ceramic tile, C/A, cable, 
laundry, parking. Close to freeway, bus, 
downtown. Smoke free building. $950 + 
security, application. (612) 618-8976. 


RENTAL-RESIDENTIAL 


MOUNDS PARK/St. Paul - minutes from 
downtown, $995, heat included, large, 
upper duplex 2 bedroom. Arts and Crafts 
natural oak, LR/DR with buffet, central 
air conditioning, new stainless steel 
appliances, no pets/smoking, available 
now, beautiful, updated-must see. (651) 
771-8801/(612) 670-7498. 


Studio upper apartment іп renovated, 
sober, owner-occupied, antique 4-plex. 
Aldrich South at 27th. Includes: heat, 
walk-in closet, hardwood floors, private 
entry & offstreet parking. $550. Daniel, 
(612) 871-0616. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


A MAN'S TOUCH MASSAGE - 
Complete & discreet full body massage. 
Masculine responsive masseur with 
great personality. Seven days a week 
10a-10p. Call Jeffrey at (612) 581-8171. 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour 
Massage $60.00. Shower Available. (612) 
219-6743. 7 days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. 
Therapist: 5'10, 167#, 32 waist. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC 
in South Minneapolis (@ (612) 306-6323. 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
Gene: (612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


LAVENDER 


MAGAZINE.COM 


To reserve 
your space 
in the 


CLASSIFIEDS 


please 
contact 


Suzanne Farrell 
(612) 436-4699 


Suzanne@lavendermagazine.com 


HOOK 


FAST 


952.938.8700 
763.226.2929 


612.465.7255 


St. Paul 
651.305.2737 


USE FREE 
CODE 5374 


For other local numbers call: 


1-888-MegaMates 


MegaMatesMen.com 


1-888-634-2628 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ ©2011 PC LLC 
*Most Features Free. Some Fees Apply. 


612.6 


st. paul 651.204.2211 
brooklyn park 763.432.8080 


1.900.255.5757 sositoomin. 
hardlinechat.co i 


5.9900 


bloomington 952.818.8080 
other cities 1.877.510.3344 


MANline' 


Now powered by HARDLINE 


LavenderMagazine.com | 65 


OUR VOICES 


} THROUGH THESE EYES | Jusin Jones 


Night of the Witch 


IT SCARES the leaves off the trees, asks 
us to carve its image and play its tease; en- 
tices with tricks and treats-in wrappers and 
in human sweets. Instills fear in many, vanity 
in some, and for others? Drinks them dumb. 
It's Halloween, baby! 

As Halloween Night approaches and we 
decide whether to haunt the town or stay 
safe at home, as our Jack-o-Lanterns patient- 
ly watch, we face one of our favorite choices 
of the year: What costume will I wear? One 
that makes me laugh? Frightens me? Makes 
me sexy? What mask will I hide behind this 
year to become who I want to be? 

The costume choice is a telling one. It 
identifies what's important to us. Humor? 
Thrill? Vanity? It's how we choose to disguise 
ourselves that tells more about who we are 
than at any other time in the year-especially 
true for those outfits we're dying to show off: 
in these costumes, the persona transforms- 
-we move beyond the physical alteration and 
actually play our characters. 

Its brilliant, completely unexpected, 
and unbearable more than one day a year: 
people living their fantasies out loud en 
masse, showing us the truth inside-out: hid- 
ing what's on display 364 days a year-the 
exterior-in order to not only exhibit, but to 
scream, the interior. 

Halloween is my favorite time of year. I 
enjoy the mature, adult things preceding-ap- 
ple orchards, pumpkin patches, corn mazes, 


cozy parties. But as that night approaches, 
my interest evolves. I first become more dar- 
ing, more thrill-seeking: The parties, mazes, 
hayrides, and homes switch from quaint to 
haunted. As Halloween nears, I pursue my 
fantasies: I choose my costume-the one that 
reflects myself most currently, most accu- 
rately, however embarrassingly. Year after 
year, my choice showcases how insecure, 
vain, and sometimes desperate for romantic 
attention, I am. I fit in with the stereotypical 
twenty-somethings: lots of bare skin, noth- 
ing left to the imagination- except, perhaps, 
who I am those other 364 days a year. 

On Halloween, we remove our inhibi- 
tions. We do this because our masks pro- 
tect us. They allow candor in times we'd 
otherwise shy away; they allow more crass 
decision- making when we'd otherwise have 
better judgment. Our masks, those things 
that hide us, in essence, allow us to become 
exactly who we are. 

Drag performers live their fantasies ev- 
ery weekend this way. When they're on the 
stage, dripping in glamour and absorbing 
the limelight, theyre showing us a side of 
themselves we'd otherwise never see were 
we to know them only during the day. Under 
their dresses their hearts beat with excite- 
ment, with thrill, with fantasy. They've mas- 
tered the art of Halloween, because they so 
thoughtfully choose each night the costume 
that best reflects that part of who they are. 


Think back to your favorite costume. Did 
you feel differently when you wore it? Did 
you act differently? Was it completely social- 
ly acceptable? Would you like to feel and act 
this way every day of the year? 

As human beings, we have this wonderful 
propensity to hide ourselves from everyone 
else. During most of the year, we are mostly 
ourselves. Attached to the socially acceptable, 
yes. Obsessed with fitting in, yes. Worrying 
about and working toward all the things we 
only kinda-sorta want, yes. But mostly our- 
selves. The rest of us-the parts of us that are 
socially unacceptable-we hide from the world 
most of the time. We do this because we are 
social animals, and to survive socially, we 
must conform to something of a social order. 

So we bottle it up all year long, that part 
that would get us in trouble were we to show 
it off. We hide from ourselves until it's safe to 
come out and play. Until, for the regulars, it's 
time to take the stage for a night lip-syncing 
and entertaining. Or, for others, for at least 
one night of the year, to show off our creativ- 
ity, our passions, our insecurities. 

In this way, we all practice a little witch- 
craft on Halloween; we show our ability to 
vanish behind ourselves. 

Stay safe this Halloween, and don't do any- 
thing stupid. I want you around to read my 
next column! O 


Facebook.com/JustinJonesWriter 
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IMPORTED VODKA 


presents 


LAVENDER'S 


\7FIRST --- 
| Thuredadb 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


TUES, OCT 25 


WHEN: 
Thursday, November 3 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


WHERE: 


LATIN JAZZ VOCALIST 
FRI, OCT 28 


"80 S. 9th Street 
Minneapolis 


FEATURING 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities 
Project 515 
OutFront Minnesota 


North Country Bears 
All God's Children MCC 


ROCK CONCERT MEETS SILENT FILM 
SUN, OCT 30 


TICKETS START AT $26 INCLUDING FEES шет 
ordway.org | 651.224.4222 О R DWAY 


34 wp TÉ | TARGET WORLD MUSIC © Joy. Centerstage. 


AND DANCE SERIES 
IS SPONSORED BY 
The Ordway is a nonprofit charitable organization. 


МОКЕ WAYS ТО ВЕ YOU. 


o|x armani exchange | 141 south avenue MOA 
MALL OF AMERICA К 


АХ 952.883.8800 е mallofamerica.com 


ARMANI EXCHANGE 
( You | f 
Р R 


